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Our Wonderful Bible

“Thy testimonies are wonderful”
(Psalm 119:129).

INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE “It is impossible rightly to govern the world
The Bible never calls itself “the Bible”.But  without God and the Bible.” George Washington

we use this name more than any other when refer-

ring to God’s Word. “The Bible is the cornerstone of liberty.”
Where did this Holy Book get the name “Bible”? -Thomas Jefferson
Itis interesting that the wopghperand the wordBible
both come from the same plant. Papyaesis grow “A man has deprived himself of the best there is
in the marshes near the Nile riveMany centtes inthe world if he has deprived himself of the Bible.”
ago Egyptians discovered that the inner bark of these AWoodrow Wilson
reeds, when dried and woven together, could be writ-
ten upon. The worgapercomes fronpapyrus “The Bible is the rock on which our republic
The Greek word for that inner bark itself isrests.” Andrew Jackson

biblos, which gradually came to mean “book,” be-
cause that's what many ancient books were written Yes, there is a great difference between the books
on. So, we get the woRible from biblos and it men make and the Book that makes men! The Bible
means “book.” was the first volume to be printed (1450 A.D.), and
But the Bible is not merely a booklt isTHE itremains the best-seller to this deyrobably about
Book of all books. Millions of useful volumes have50 million (a stack of Bibles 100 miles high) are
been written during the past dozen centuri@ut  published every year.
the greatest of them is a poor excuse for secon
best when compared to the value the Bible has bee
is, and will continue to be for mankind.

Old Testament ¢
3 & 9=239 books;
New Testament ¢
3 X 9=27 bookse
Bible =66 bookse

he lay dying.
The servant scanned the shelf of books that Scc
had written. Finally, he asked, “Which book, sir?”
“THEBook. There is but one Book; bring the
Bible,” came the famous reply.

“This is the Book worth more than all other THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS
books which were ever printed.” Patrick Henry The Bible is divided into two major divisions:
“The Bible is a book in comparison with which The Old Testament and The New Testament. The
: ) word TestamentmeansCovenant(or agreement).
all o_tr_lers are O.f minor |mpqrtance|.n all MY PET™  The OId Testament forms the background for the
plex!tles and distress the Bible never failed to 9VRew Testament, and deals with God's agreement
me light and strength.” Robert E. Lee with mankindbeforethe coming of Christ. The

“There is no solid basis for civilization but in N€W Testament completes the story of His covenant

the Word of God. If we abide by the principles fOF Salvationafterthe coming of Christ.
taught in the Bible, our country will go on prosper The Bible is also calledhe Scriptureor The

and to prosper] make it my practice to read through SCTiPtures  These terms mean “Holy Writings.”
the Bible every year.” _Daniel Webster Before the printing press, copies were written by
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hand. The early Christians of New Testament his- HOW DO WE KNOW THE
tory usually referred to God’s Word as “The Scrip- BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD?
tures.” That is a good question, a question that should
But of all the names given to the Bibldye Word be asked and answered. God gives us internal as
of Godis doubtless the most impressive, significantvell as external proofs that the Bible comes from
and complete. The Bible does not simpbytain ~ Him.
the Word of God; its the Word of God. The Lord 1. The Bible itself claims to be the Word of God.
moved upon men to write exactly what He knew More than 2,500 times the Scripture uses phrases
we needed to know. like, “God said...the Lord has said...thus saith the
If you don't already know them, you should learnLord,” etc. No other book makes such claims, nor
the divisions and names of the books of the Biblewould God permit such statements to endure
Now, you can learn the five divisions of the Oldthroughout centuries if they came from an imposter.
Testament quickly by associating them with the fiv&sod has made it clear that He is speaking to us in
fingers, as illustrated.Let the thumb represent the the Bible.
Pentateuch (first 5 books of the law),etc.
Use the space between your fingers to help you 2. Marvelous Preservation.
remember the books in the four divisions of the New An external proof that the Bible came from God
Testament. is the fact that it cannot be destroyed. Jeremiah told
us about an Old Testament king who cut the Scrip-
tures to pieces with a penknife, then burned the
POETRY  MAJOR pieces. But it was rewritten, and is still here today.
PROPHETS Down through the centuries millions of copies
of the Bible have been burned. But it still remains.
Ingersoll once held up a copy of the Bible and
MINOR  said, “In fifteen years I"ll have this book in the
morgue.” Fifteen years rolled bylngersoll was in
the morgue. But the Bible lives on.
\oltaire said that within 100 years the Bible
would be a forgotten book, found only in museums.
One hundred years later, the house where Voltaire

HISTORY

EPISTLES

Acts Rom.

oo made that statement was owned and used by the
ey Zo, Geneva Bible Society.
11 Thes Mal. Today, enemies of the Bible in America have
— "o outlawed it in schools and many other placesi-
Mark oo versity professors scoff atit. News commentators
somn A ridicule it. Even some religious leaders belittle it.

LA In,
Jude

But the Bible continues to withstand all attacks.

Century follows century—there it stands.
Empires rise, fall and are forgotten—there it
stands.

Dynasty succeeds dynasty—there it stands.
Kings are crowned and uncrowned-there it
stands.

Despised and torn to pieces—there it stands.
Storms of hate swirl about it—there it stands.
Atheists rail against it — there it stands.
Unbelief abandons it — but the Bible still stands.
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3. Archaeology For example, prophecies concerning the se-

The spade of the archaeologist has discoveraglience of the ancient empires have been fulfilled
many things that confirm the Bible to be the WordDaniel 2:37-45): Nebuchadnezzar's Babylonian
of God. A prominent Jewish archaeologist onc&mpire, Medo-Persian Empire, Greek Empire of
wrote, “It may be stated categorically that no arAlexander the Great, Roman Empire, and the split
chaeological discovery has ever controverted a bilof the Roman Empire between the East and West.
lical reference.” On the other hand, archaeologyAll happened exactly as Daniel prophesied.
has often confirmed statements in the BibEibli- Messianic prophecies concerned the coming of
cal cities, thought to be nonexistant by skeptical his=hrist. All of those dealing with His first coming
torians, have been discovered by archaeologistaere fulfilled. Afew of them are shown on Chart 1.
The Dead Sea Scrolls and other discovered docu-

ments also support the Bible position. 5. Miraculous Unity
Perhaps this should have been listed firsto
4. Fulfilled Prophecy. document can compare with the Bible in its unity

Fulfilled prophecy provides conclusive proofand diversity. The Bible was written over a period
that the Bible is the Word of God, proof that no onef nearly 1,600 years by about 40 different men.
can get around.One-fourth of the Scripture, when Only three or four of these writers ever even met
it was written, was prophetic (announcing things t@ach other. It was written in many places, parts in
take place in the future)Hundreds of these proph- the wilderness, parts in Palestine and in cities from
ecies have already been fulfilled — exactly as Go&ome to Babylon. Yet there is not a single contra-

said they would be. diction. The only possible explanation is the guid-
ing hand of God.
Chart 1

Prophecies Fulfillment
Gen. 3:15:And | will put enmity between thee and te Gen. 4:4: But when the fulness of time was come, God
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall Jruise  \Would be the “Seed of a Woman” sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. (Luke 2:7; Rev. 12:5)
Gen. 18:18:Seeing that Abraham shall surely becomg a Acts 3:25: Ye are the children of the prophets, and of fthe
great and mighty nation and all the nations of the earth $hall . covenant which God made with our fathers, saying §into
be blessed in him? (Gen. 12:3) Promised Seed of Abraham Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the darth

be blessed. (Mat. 1:1; Luke 3:34)

Gen. 17:19:And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thde a Mat. 1:2: Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacol}; and
son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac; and || will Promised Seed of Isaac Jacob begat Judas and his brethren; (Luke 3:34)

establish my covenant with him for an everlasting coverfant,
and with his seed after him.

Num. 24:17:1 shall see him, but not now; | shall behdld Luke 3:34: Which was the son of Jacob, which was fhe

him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob}and Promised Seed of Jacob son of Isaac, which was the son of Abraham, which fvas
a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the cofners the son of Thara, which was the son of Nachor, (Mat. [L:2)
of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth. (Gen. 28}14)

Gen 49:10:The sceptre shall not epart from Judah, ngr a Luke 3:33: Which was the son of Aminadab, which was

Will Descend from the Tribe of Judah

lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and ynto the son of Aram, which was the son of Esrom, which vas
him shall the gathering of the people be. the son of Phares, which was the son of Juda, (Mat. 1,12, 3)
Isa. 9:7:Of the increase of his government and peace there Mat. 1:1: The book of the generation of Jesus Christ,|the
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upor] his son of David, the son of Abraham. (Mat. 1:6)

kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment gnd The Heir to the Throne of David
with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal offthe
Lord of hosts will perform this. (Isa. 11:1-5; Il Sam. 7:33)

Mic. 5:2: But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou|be Mat. 2:1: Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea
little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee sh3ll he ) in the days of Herond the king, behold, there came yise
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose|go- Place of Birth men from the east to Jerusalem, (Luke 2:4-7)

ings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

Dan. 9:25:Know therefore, and understand, that from fhe Luke 2:1,2: And it came to pass in those days, that there
going forth of the commandment to restore and to bpild Time of Birth went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the vyorld
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when
and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built ggain, Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) (Luke 2:3-7)

and the wall, even in troublous times. 1
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Chart 1, continued

Prophecies

Fulfillment

Isa. 7:14:Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a siin;

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and
call his name Immanuel.

hall

Born of a Virgin

Mat. 1:18: Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wige:
When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, Hefore

they came together, she was found with child of the H
Ghost. (Luke 1:26-35)

Jer. 31:15: Thus saith the Lord; A voice was heard |jin
Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weepi

for her children refused to be comforted for her childr|
because they were not.

S
Q

bn,

Massacre of Infants

oly

Mat. 2:16: Then Herod, when he saw that he was modked

of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth

slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in aII’I'the

coasts thereof, from two years old and under, accordi

and

gto

the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise njen.

(Mat. 2:17, 18)

Hos. 11:1:When Israel was a child, then | loved him, al
called my son out of Egypt.

hd

Flight into Egypt

Mat. 2:14: When he arose, he took the young child ang
mother by night, and departed into Egypt: (Mat. 2:15

Isa. 9:1, 2:Nevertheless the dimness shall not be sucl
was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicti

as
bd

the land of Zebulin and the land of Naphtali, and afterward

did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea,
yond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.

The people that walked in darkness have seen a
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of de
pon them hath the light shined.

e-

h,

reat

Ministry in Galilee

Mat. 4:12-16: Now when Jesus had heard that john

cast into prison (delivered up), he departed into Galilge;

And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capern
which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulo
Nephthalm:

his

as

um,
and

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esajas

the prophet, saying,
The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim,

by

the was of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gertiles;

The peoplewhich sat in darkness saw great light; al

d to

them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is

sprung up.

Deut. 18:15:The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like u
me; unto him ye shall hearken;

Q

hto

As a Prophet

John 6:14: Then those men, when they had seen the mijacle

that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that s
come into the world. (John 1:45; Acts 3:19-26)

Psalms 110:4The Lord hath sworn, and will not repe
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedg

N

As a Priest, like Melchizedek

Heb. 6:20: Whither the forerunner is for us entered, e
Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the ordg
Melchisedec. (Heb. 5:5, 6; 7:15-17)

Isa 53:3: He is despised and rejected of men; a ma
sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it
our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteeme
not. (Psalms 2:2)

of
lere

him

His Rejection by Jews

John 1:11: He came unto his own, and his own recei
him not. (John 5:43; Luke 4:29; 17:25, 23:18)

Isaiah 11:2:And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon hi
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of co|
sel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of
Lord; (Psalms 45:7; Isa. 11:3, 4)

n,
n-
the

Some of His Characteristics

Luke 2:52: And Jesus increased in wisdom and stat
and in favour with God and man. (Luke 4:18)

Zec. 9:9: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout,
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto t
he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. (Isa. 62:11)

His Triumphal Entry

ould

John 12:13, 14:Took branches of palm trees, and wgnt

forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the
of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.

ng

And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thgreon;

as it is written. (Mat. 21:1-11; John 12:12)

Psalm 41:9Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom
trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his H
against me.

eel

Betrayed by a Friend

Mark 14:10: And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went

unto the chief priests, to betray him unto them. (Mat. 2§
16; Mark 14:43-45)

Zec. 11:12:And | said unto them, If ye think good, gi
me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for
price thirty pieces of silver. (Zec. 11:13)

e
my

Sold for Thirty Pieces of Silver

14-

Mat. 26:15: And said unto them, what will ye give me, ahd
I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted wjth

him for thirty pieces of silver. (Mat. 27:3-10)

Zec. 12:10:And | will pour upon the house of David, an
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace al

d
d of

supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have

pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mournet
his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one
is in bitterness for his firstborn.

for
that

His Side to be Pierced

John 19:34:But one of the soldiers with a spear pier¢ed

his side, and forthwith came there out blood and watey.

Psalm 22:18:They part my garments among them, ahd

cast lots upon my vesture.

Soldiers Cast Lots for His Coat

Mark 15:24: And when they had crucified him, they parted

his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man s
take. (John 19:24)

Psalm 34:20:He keepeth all his bones: not one of theny i

broken. (Exo. 12:46)

Not a Bone to be Broken

ould

John 19:33:But when they came to Jesus, and saw thTt he

was dead already, they brake not his legs:
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6. Scientific accuracy. and the Spirit-breathed Word is sweeter to them than
The Bible revealed many scientific facts aboutioney and the honeycomb.

3,500 years before man discovered them. | believe further that the reader must have faith
in the Bible, and a love for it, before he will receive
7. Transformed Lives. much good fromit. As Pascal said: “Human knowl-

The testimonies of millions through the agesdge must be understood to be loved, but divine
give definite proof that the Bible is God’s Word. knowledge must be loved to be understood.” Those
Young and old have found purpose in liftlomes who are full of doubts will never be much blessed.
have been savedPeople have been freed from theThe Book comes to us as a whole with the same au-
slavery of alcohol, drugs and countless other singhority, and no man has a right to cut out any portion.
The Bible has the message and the power to turrDad you ever notice that the things that men cavil
sinner into a saint. about most are the very things that Christ set His seal

Yes,the Bible is the divinely inspired and iner-to? The story of Noah and the flood; of Lot’s wife;
rant Word of God! The term “inspiration” as used of the brazen serpent; of Jonah and the whale—Christ
in Il Timothy 3:16 means “God-breathed”. Thetaught them all, and if | give them up, | must give up
Bible was given by verbal-plenary inspiration. Theall Christ's teaching. What we want is a faith that
word verbal means the very words were writtenbelieves in the Bible from cover to cover.
down as dictated by the LordPlenarymeans that
inspiration was full or complete and extends to all
of the Bible, not just a part. All Scripture is God-
breathed, or given by inspiration.

Suggestions as to Bible Study
1. Read the Bible as intelligently as you would
read anything else.

If | receive a letter from my wife eight pages
long, and read the fourth page today, the last page
tomorrow, then turn back to the first page, it will be

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE unintelligible to me. To grasp it intelligently | must
by Dwight L. Moody begin at the beginning and read through it in order.

The Bible is a storehouse of whose contents no Now the Bible is not only a book in itself, with
one can afford to be ignorant.t repays reading one distinct purpose running through it from Gen-
and study whether it be approached merely becaussis to Revelation, but it is also a collection of sixty-
of its literary value, or its ethical teachings, or itssix books, each complete in itself. Therefore, it is
practical bearing on everyday life, as, for instancegnly fair and reasonable, if you want to understand
in the Book of Proverbs. While such reading mayt, that you should read them through.
bring a measure of blessing, however, in accordance 2. Do not read too fast or too mucButterflies
with the Scripture—"Blessed is he that readeth, andover more ground, but bees gather more honey.
they that hear the words of this prophecy” (Revelamitate the bees.
tion 1:3)—I believe that God reveals His deeper Studying goes deeper than mere reading. There
truths to the eye of faith. Those who come to thare surface nuggets to be gathered, but the best of
Bible in a devotional spirit, seeking to know morethe gold is underneath; and it takes time and l&bor
of God and His will regarding us, are the mossecure it. Skimming over large areas of truth is not
blessed. so profitable as the careful turning of every passage.

Hence it is necessary, at the very beginning, that 3. Have some definite object in view.
the reader shall be a partaker of that new life which If a friend should see me searching about a room
alone can digest heavenly food. “The natural maand should say: “Moody, what are you looking for?
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for theyhave you lost something?” and | should reply: “No,
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know therh,haven't lost anything; I'm not looking for any-
because they are spiritually discerned.” | Cor 2:14hing in particular,” he would think me very fagth.

But they that are after the Spirit, who have beeBut if | tell him | am looking for something, | may
born of the Spirit, do mind the things of the Spirit,expect him to help me find it.
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Numbers of people take the Bible without any Take, as an example, Galatians 6:7: “Be not
definite desire to receive anything out of it. Wedeceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
should hunt it thoroughly for its great truths, andsoweth, that shall he also reap.” The text naturally
not read at random. divides into three sections. (1) “Be not deceived.”

In private devotions or for family prayers selectNow take a topical text book and see what the Bible
passages as carefully as for public services. All treays about deceiving; who deceives us; how we are
medicines in a druggist's shop may be helpful, butieceived, etc. (2) “God is not mocked.” What is
they have different properties that make them suithe Bible meaning of “mocking”? Do men ever try
able for different casesln the Bible tlere is aword to mock God? Can He be deceived? Etc. (3) “What-
for every condition and circumstance of lif&very  soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Not
case is met; but passages should be selected accar@ certainty of the reaping—*“shall”; the two kinds
ing to the needs of that casd=or instance, in time of sowing and reaping—sowing to the flesh and a
of trouble, read Psalm 91.For consolation in be- harvest of corruption, or sowing to the Spirit and a
reavement, turn to John 14 or | Corinthians Far  harvest of everlasting life; that a man reaps the same
devotional reading, turn to the Psalms or Epistleskind as he sows, and more than he sows—some

4. Learn to feed yourself. The great troublehirtyfold, some sixtyfold, some an hundredfold, etc.
with most church members is that they don't know 3. Study of subjects or topics. It has been well
how to do this. They have to be fed with an ecclesaid that we must not read the Bible by the blue
siastical spoon. If they happen to have a minister|ight of Presbyterianism, or by the red light of
who feeds his flock, they get on pretty well; but othiethodism, or by the violet light of Episcopalian-
erwise their souls are not fed at all, and become leagin, but by the light of the Spirit of God. Between
and starved. conflicting opinions, most Christians are in dense

Obtain for use a good Bible, a concordance, angnorance regarding the most fundamental doctrines
a topical text book. Any Teacher’s Bible embracesf our religion. What they should do is take the
the two latter, or they can be obtained separatelgible and study for themselves.

They form a complete library, and by their aid the 4. The study of words and expressions. Here

Bible can be studied with profit. you take a word or expression and follow it through
the whole Bible, or through some particular book
Methods of Bible Study or section, with the help of a concordance.

Every man cannot fight in Saul’'s armor, and per-
haps my methods may not suit you; but if one Forinstance, in the second chapter of Habakkuk

method does not help and interest you, try anothghere are fivewoes against five common sins: (1)
“Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his!”
1. First, the telescopic method; that is, taking g2) “Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness
grand sweep of a book or chapter, and trying to fing his house!” (3) “Woe to him that buildeth a town
out the main outline. Thus, there are seven leadingith blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity!” (4)
men in Genesis: Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abrahamyyioe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink!”
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. They stand out like moysy “Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake;
tain peaks in the course of history. Study their liveg the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach!”
and times, and you will have a fair grasp of the whole
book. Similarly, there are ten great sermons in the Again:
Book of Acts—five preached by Peter, one by Faint notin prayer. (Luke 18:1.)
Stephen, and four by Paul. When you know the cir- Faint notin confidence. (2 Corinthians 4:1.)
cumstances under which these were preached, etc., Faint notin hope. (2 Corinthians 4:16.)
you will have a general idea of the Book of Acts. Faint notin well-doing. (Galatians 6:9.)
2. Another method is the very opposite of this—  Faint notat tribulations. (Ephesians 3:13.)
the microscopic method—when you take a verse or Faint notunder chastening and rebuke.
section and analyze it. (Hebrews12:5.)

Page 7



Study in the same way the seudassedsand
the eighibvercomesf Revelation; théetter things T h e O n e TrU e G Od
of Hebrews; thdelievingsand thel amsof John; p . "
' ’ For | am God, and there is none else
the fear of the Loreh Proverbs; the sevemalksof (Isaiah 45:22)
Ephesians; thresoundthings in Titus; the seven e

forty daysof Scripture; fivemuch more the fifth

. ) The Bible says only “the fool hath said in his
chapter of Romansyith one accordn Acts; six

heart, there is no God” (Psalm 53:1). But even about

precmisthlrrllgs n F;_etc;rl’s ep'gtles’;é?' h that person, Dr. E.Y. Mullins used to say, “He said
o. Another profitable study is Bible ¢ aracters;y his heart; his head knew better.” Everything

Take one man and follow him from the cradle to th%round us and above us testifies that there is a God.
grave. “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the fir-

) Here Ie:] me say that the Iéey tg the Whr?le Bibl(?‘nament showeth His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).
Is Jesus C .”St' You remem (_ert at, on t € way © one night Napoleon sat listening to an argument
Emmaus with those two disciples, “beginning a%

M a&ll th hets. He [J q mong his officers. Some were ridiculing religion.
0Ses ane the prop 1ets, He [ eSL.JS] EXpoUNdeeyihars went so far as to deny the very existence of
unto them inall the scriptures the things concern-

) . ) God. Presently Napoleon stood, pointed to the stars
ing himself.” Notice those twalls. The one theme yhap P

. . above and said: “Gentlemen, you may conceivably
of the Old Testament, in type and prophecy, is thBe right; but, if so, who made those stars?”

Messiaﬂ; an(éth(_erll\ler\]/v Tgstarr;]ent g_e?lls_ W|'_t|h I—t|)iscljife The Bible starts with the words “In the begin-
on earth, and with the Church, which is His bo yning God...” God does not present an argument to

and with His coming glory. rove or explain His existence. He gives no defini-

DO. not expect ever to exhaust the full meanm&on of God nor a description of Himself in Genesis
of Scripture. A supernatural God must have a SU1 He simply makes a statement: “In the begin-
pernatural Book. Finite minds cannot grasp the irhing God..”

finite. That is one reason why men who know the

Bible best find it eVer new. of man’s foolish ideas: (1) It denies atheism with
Talmage has Sa'd. that as the smallest _de"Ydr_‘h% doctrine of no God; (2) it puts polytheism to death

on the meadow at n_|gh_t hgs a star sleeping in .'Fecause it does not refer to one of many gods, butto

bosom, so the most insignificant passage of SC”QF\e one God; (3) it refutes those who say that matter

ture has in it a shining truth. Spurgeon said that ti“g eternal, because it states there was a beginning;

flowers of God's garden bloo_m, not onIy_ double,(4) it denies fatalism (with its doctrine of chance)
but sevenfold; they are continually pouring forth nd evolution. because it said “God created.”
fresh fragrance. George Muller wrote that he hag Oliver B éreene reminds us: “God is im.‘inite'

read th_e Bibl_e through a hL_mdred times in order, a an s finite. Itis impossible for man to comprehend
cevery tw_ne with Increasing Joy. Whenevgr he starte od—and | am exceedingly thankful for this great
afresh, it seemed like a new Book to him. truth—for if man could understand God, then God

| thank God there Is in it a height | have NEVel ould be no greater than man. | am so glad that the

been able to reach, a depth | have never b_een ableC§8d whom | love and serve and in whom | trust is

fathom, alength and a breadth | know nqthlqg abOL:§reater in power, love and wisdom than any mortal.”

I make_s t.h? Book all the more fascinating an Although we cannot fully understand or com-

proves it divine. prehend God as long as we dwell in this body, God
does reveal much about Himself in the Bible.

However, this simple statement does refute some

WHAT IS GOD LIKE?
WHAT ARE HIS ATTRIBUTES?
“Attribute” is a theological term which simply
means characteristic, nature, or, in this case, what
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God is like. Among the attributes of God we dis- 6. God is wise.Paul could not declare his con-
cover in the Bible are: ception of the wisdom of God, and found it neces-
1. God is a Person.God is not a law, a prin- sary to resort to exclamation. “O the depth of the
ciple, an idea, a thing, a force, a process or a symehes both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
bol. There could be no life without a living Being.how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways
You are a person, created in the image of a Persagrast finding out!” (Romans 11:33). And then Paul
See Genesis 1:26-27. asks: “For who hath known the mind of the Lord?
Paul spoke of God’s personal presence when e who hath been his counsellor?”
said, “Though He be not far from every one of us” 7. God is loving, merciful, good.Paul speaks
(Acts 17:27). This reminds us that He is accessiblef the “riches of his goodness.” “Despisest thou
and approachable for the Christian. the riches of his goodness and forbearance and long-
2. God is Spirit. Jesus made this statement insuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God
John 4:24. Although God is a Person or Persondkadeth thee to repentance?” (Romans 2:4).
ity, He is not a superman with a body of flesh. Heis John says, “Beloved, let us love one another:
a Spirit being, free from the limitations that a bodyfor love is of God; and every one that loveth is born
imposes. See John 4:24, | Corinthians 3:16, Psalaf God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not
139:7, John 15:26-27. knoweth not God; for God is love” (I John 4:7-8).
3. Godis Invisible. God does have a form, or  Jesus says, “God so loved the world,” and believ-
an image (Hebrews 1:3), but our human eyes aegs get excited about the words in Romans 8:35-39.
not capable of seeing Him. 8. God is just. “He is the Rock, his work is
At the times when God has appeared before maperfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of
they did not see His actual appearance, but His gloyuth and without iniquity, just and right is he”
See Exodus 33:18-23 and chapter 34). We migkiDeuteronomy 32:4).
compare God’s appearance to the sun. We say we 9. God is omnipotent [all powerful]. To
see the sun. But we cannot see the body of the sukhraham, he said, “I am the Almighty God” (Gen-
which is 93 million miles away, with the naked eyesesis 17:1). Many times he is called Almighty. “And
we only see its light, a mere reflection of it. they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and
4. God is Eternal. Before the first star trav- the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous
eled its course through the vastness of outer spa@e thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true
before the sun first threw its flood of light, energy,are thy ways, thou King of saints” (Revelation 15:3).
and warmth through space, before the great MilkyHe stretcheth out the north over the empty place”
Way appeared in the heavens, God WAS! God iglob 26:7), and “the heavens as a curtain” (Isaiah
eternal—without beginning. There has never beetD:22), “and hangeth the earth up on nothing” (Job
a time when God was not; there will never BE &6:7). He “hath measured the waters in the hollow
time when God is not. God exists and works in thef his hand, . . . comprehended the dust of the earth
eternal NOW: “Lord, thou hast been our dwellingin a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales,
place in all generations. Before the mountains wer@nd the hills in a balance” (Isaiah 40:12Read
brought forth, or ever thou hast formed the eartMatthew 28:18 and Revelation 1:8.
and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, 10. God is omniscient [knows everything].
THOU ART GOD” (Psalm 90:1-2). “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in
5. God is holy. The psalmist says: “But thou his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the
art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israekyes of him with whom we have to do” (Hebrews
(Psalm 22:3). The seraphim of Isaiah hide their faces13). See Psalms 33:13; 147:5; Daniel 2:20-22.
and cry, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts” 11. God is omnipresent [present everywhere].
(Isaiah 6:3). Inthe Apocalypse, the living creature$Can any hide himself in secret places that | shall
around the throne continuously cry: “Holy, holy,not see him? saith the LordDo not | fill heaven
holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and isand earth? said the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:24).
to come” (Rev. 4:8). Jesus taught that God is holy, Whither shall | flee from thy presencef |
and the only holy One. ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if | make my
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bed in hell, behold, thou art therelf | take the thing” (Acts 17:25). Thus God is independently
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermostand spiritually self-existent.

parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, 15. God is the source of life and being.'He
and thy right hand shall hold me (Psalm 139:7-10yiveth to all life, and breath, and all things” Acts

Also, see Genesis 16:13; | Kings 8:27 and Provt7:25).
erbs 15:3. 16. God is the ruler of events. He “hath de-

12. God is a Trinity. The word “trinity” is  termined the times before appointed, and the bounds
from two Latin words: *“tri” (three) and “unus” of their habitation” (Acts 17:26).

(one), meaning three-in-one. There are not three 17. God is Faithful: Neh. 1:5; | Kings 8:56;
Gods, for He plainly says that God is one Lordl Peter 3:9; | Corinthians 10:13.

(Deuteronomy 6:4). The Hebrew word translated 18. God is Immutable [unchanging]: Num-
“one” in this verse is a plural wordlt has the same bers 23:19; Mal. 3:6; Hebrews 1:12: Hebrews 6:17;
meaning as when God says husband and wife shddmes 1:17.

be one flesh. It has a compound unity just as we 19. God is Impartial: Deuteronomy 10:17,;
speak of one family (although made up of severdRomans 2:11; Ephesians 6:8-9.

members) or one herd of cattle or one crowd of 20. God is Merciful, Gracious, Longsuffer-
people. ing: Exodus 34:.6, Psalm 103:8; Neh. 9:17; He-

God's creation is full of trinities.Man is a trin-  brews 2:17.
ity, a three-fold being made in the image of God 21. Godis Love: | John 4:8 (7-10); Romans
(Genesis 1:26-27; | Thessalonians 5:23n the 5:8; Ephesians 3:17-19.
last reference, note that we are “spirit and soul and Only the true God has these qualities and these
body.” are only a few of the attributes of God.

Electricity gives off light, feeling and heaDne Look at all these qualities of God and you will
equilateral triangle has three equal angles and threee His wonderful power and provision for mdh.
equal sides. But none of these correctly illustrate we looked only at His justice and power, we would
the Trinity because God the Father is not a part dife afraid, for man has sinned, is an enemy to God,
God, neither is the Son or the Holy Spirit a part ohnd deserves judgmentBut when we look at His
God. Each is fully God. love and mercy and all His wonderful attributes, we

Perhaps we could illustrate with the chemicalnow we can have peace with HimGod mani-
formula HO. When two parts hydrogen and onggsted His love by sending His Son to die for us.

ter. When they are hot, they produce steam; when

they are cold, they are ice. All three forms are the
same chemical formula, but are manifested in dif-
ferent forms.

Three candles in one candelabra will give off
one light for the room. God is one in essence, but

threlesi.n g?):js?sninfinite: Psalm 147:5; Job 11:7; PERSON AND WORK
| Kings 8:12; Psalm 145:3; Acts 17:23nfinite is OF JESUS CHRIST

from the Latin “in” (not) and “finis” (limit), so the
word means “not limited.” Note these definitions: by Dr. Julian Pope
Having no boundaries or limits; extending without
end; All-embracing; absolute; perfect. God is not In these lessons we shall study the essential
limited as to time, presence, knowledge, power, deachings of Christ. They are essential because:
anything. 1. They pertain to the very being of God and

14. God is self-existent.“Neither is (he) wor- His Son. Without these truths, God is no different
shipped with men’s hands, as though he needed aftgm other deities and Christ is just another messiah.
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2. They are unique. One of the many titles of 1l. THE DEITY AND HUMANITY OF CHRIST
Christ is “Wonderful” (lsaiah 9:6). This means 1. Christ is God, Co-existent and Equal with
“unigue, one of a kind, no other like Him.”"No  the Father and the Holy Spirit: John 1:1-4; 14-18;
other religion can make these claims. Without thend,7:24; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:17; Mat-
Christianity is not superior to other religions. thew 28:18.

3. Man’s salvation depends on these truths. 2. Christis God Incarnate (in flesh); Isaiah 9:6.
No other religion has a plan of salvation: deliverNote: “ason is given.” This shows His divinity and
ance from sin, a glorified body for God’s children,pre-existence. Note “a child is born.” This shows
eternal life, and a real wonderful place called Heaverlis humanity. Thus God became flesh: Romans

4. They affect the integrity of the Bible. If ~ 1:3; 8:3; Hebrews 2:14-18; 4:15.

you cannot believe these truths literally, then you Compare Psalm 110:1 and 132:11 with Matthew
cannot believe in the verbal inspiration and autho®2:41-45 and Acts 2:34-36Note that Christ was a

ity of God’s word. descendant of David (therefore, human) and that He
5. The five basic teachings we will consider Was David's Lord (therefore, divine). The only

along with the inspiration of the Bible, are most €XPlanationis that Jesus Christis both God and man.

3. Christ possesses all the attributes of God:

He is eternal: John 17:5; Revelation 1:8.

Omnipotent (all-powerful): Matthew 28:18,

Hebrews 1:3, Revelation 1:8.

Omnipresent (present everywhere): Matthew

18:20, John 3:13.

Omniscient (knows everything): John 1:47-51;

4:16-18, 30; 21:17.

Immutable (unchanging): Hebrews 1:12; 13:8.

Creator: John 1:3; Colossians 1:15-18.

attacked by Satan. Most of the religions of the
world contain certain teachings that are similar to
the Ten Commandments, certain proverbs, the
Golden Rule and other Bible doctrineBut no other
religion contains these five teachings which affect
the salvation of man.

Satan leads people to disbelieve these teachings
or to pervert them.He tempts people to not accept
these truths literally. We must be thoroughly
grounded in these Bible doctrines to avoid being
deceived by Satan, and so that we can lead people

to know the truth and be saved. 4. Christ possesses all the attributes of man ex-
cept sin.
|. THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST Grew in wisdom and stature: Luke 2:52
The virgin birth of Christ means He was con- ?ehati: 7Mark 2:15; Luke 24:41, 43, and drank:
ohn 4:7.

ceived by God the Holy Spirit in a virgin, a young
woman who had never had relation with a man (Mat-
thew 1:25). It is not sufficient to say that Mary was

a young woman, or that she was not married. She
had to be a virgin as prophesied.

Life, and the blood that gives life, comes from
the father. If a man had been Jesus’ father, then
Jesus would have been a sinner like all other people Jesus was all God and all man, a union of God
(Romans 5:12). and man (Colossians 2:9). He is God the Son and

God being His father, His conception was suthe Son of Man. Both His divinity and humanity
pernatural and He was without sinMary being must be emphasized. This makes Jesus unique from
His mother, His birth was natural. Thus He wasll others. This makes Him the perfect Saviour.
both God and man, both divine and human. He is Being a man, He is able to take man’s place and
the only man ever born without sin and who liveddie for us; and being God, He is able to save us.

He slept: Matthew 8:24, 25.

He was weary: John 4:6.

He wept: John 11:35.

He was tempted: Matthew 4:1-11; Hebrews
4:15. But remember, Jesus did not sin.

without sin (John 8:46). Being a man, He is able to understand us (He-
Isaiah 7:14:; 9:6:Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26- brews 4:15); and being God, He is able to overcome
58; 2:1-40; Galatians 4:4; Hebrews 1:5 sin for us (Hebrews 2:18).
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[ll. THE SUBSTITUTIONARY DEATH OF
CHRIST

It is not enough to say that Jesus died for us. It
is not sufficient to say that He suffered in agony.
The fact that His blood was shed does not tell the
whole redemption story. Others have suffered and
shed their blood, and died for people or a good cause.

But the death of Jesus was unique. His suffer-
ing was not merely physical; His very soul died in
agony of torment so that we would not have to go to
Hell. His blood was precious as was no other’s; it
was atoning blood, a sacrifice to cover our sin, the
only sacrifice that a holy God could accept.

The Bible and Bible teachers use various ex-
pressions to describe the work of Christ in our sal-
vation. Some speak of His “vicarious suffering”
(from the Latin “vicar” meaning “substitute”).

Others say His death was “expiatory” (from “ex-
piate,” which means “to completely appease,” or “to
atone for,” or “make amends”).

We who are Bible believers like to be quoted as
believing in the “blood atonement” of Christ. Just
as God provided a ram for an offering “in the stea
of Isaac” (Genesis 22:13-14), so Christ was offered

Scripture references and get the picture of what

Christ has done for us.

1. Jesus died for the whole world: John 3:14-
16; Galatians 1:14; Titus 2:14; | John 2:2;
Hebrews 2:9. God the Father gave His Son—
the Son gave Himself.

2. He suffered for our sins: Isaiah, chapter 53.
Note in verse 10 and in Matthew 26:38 that
His soul was offered for sin. His whole be-
ing suffered: body, soul and spirit (see |
Thessalonians 5:23).

The just offered for the unjust: | Peter 2:24.

Because God loved us who were sinners:

Romans 5:6-8; Revelation 1:5.

5. His blood made atonement for our sin. The
Hebrew word for “atonement” is “covering.”
Type in Old Testament: Exodus 29:33;
Leviticus chapter 1-7 (note 1:4; 4:20, 26, 35;
5:10, 16, 18); Leviticus chapter 16 (note
verse 33); Leviticus 17:11, fulfillment in
New Testament: Hebrews 9:7-28.

6. Redeemed by His blood: Romans 3:24; Eph-
esians 1.7; Revelation 5:9. Redeemed means

Hw
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7.

8.

to be delivered, bought, as a slave out of the
market, by paying a price. That price was
the precious blood of Jesus: | Peter 1:18-19.
Remission (forgiveness) of sins through His
blood: Matthew 26:26-29.

We are reconciled through His Blood: Ro-
mans 5:10; Il Corinthians 5:17-21; Colossians
1:20-21. Reconcile means “to change thor-
oughly from.” In reconciliation, man is
changed from enmity to peace with God.
Christ is the propitiation for our sins: Ro-
mans 3:25; 1 John 4:10. Propitiation means
“that which appeases, or satisfies com-
pletely.” In His sacrificial death on the cross,
Jesus satisfied the righteous demands of a
holy God, making it possible for Him to
show mercy to us. Sin is not excused, but
paid for by Christ's blood. Believers are
made righteous because Christ is righteous
(Il Corinthians 5:17).

§v. THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

It is essential to believe in the literal resurrec-

as our substitute. Prayerfully read all the followingon Of the body of Jesus. _ .
1. The resurrection of Christ was prophesied:

2.

Isaiah 53:10 (Note “prolong his days”);

Isaiah 26:19; Psalm 16:9-10. Fulfilled: Acts

2:23-32. It was a sign: Matthew 12:38-40;

26:61; 27:40; John 18-22; Matthew 28:6

(Note “as he said”).

The Bible records fourteen appearings of

Christ after His resurrection.

a. To Mary Magdalene—John 20:14.

b. To the other women—NMatthew 28:9.

c. To Peter—I Corinthians 15:5; Luke
24:34.

d. To the two disciples on their way to
Emmaus—Mark 16:12-13; Luke 24:13-
32.

e. The day He appeared to the disciples,
in the absence of Thomas—John
20:19-24.

f. To the disciples when Thomas was
present—John 20:24-29.

g. In Galilee, at the sea of Tiberias, to Pe-
ter, John, Thomas, James, Nathanael,
and two others—John 21:1-14.



h. To the disciples on a mount in Galilee—-had disappeared and did not do what he said he

Matthew 28:16. would do?
i. To more than five hundred brethrenat 4. And why would millions more Christians
once—I Corinthians 15:6. suffer and die for Him, even those who had not per-
j. To James the apostle—I Corinthianssonally seen Him? There is no way to account for
15:7. it except the power of God as manifested in the res-
k. To all the Apostles assembled togethertrrection. The resurrection of Christ, along with
| Corinthians 15:7. these other essential teachings of Him, are imbed-
l.  To all the apostles at His Ascension—ded in the very souls of those of us who believe,
Luke 24:50, 51; Acts 1:9-10. andwe are blessed:John17:20; John20:29-31,

m. To Stephen, when he was being stoned Corinthians 5:7

to death—Acts 7:56.
n. To Paul—I Corinthians 15:8; Acts 9:3- V. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

5:22:6-10. The second coming of Christ is an essential teach-
3. The resurrection declared Jesus to be the S##9, along with His virgin birth, and DeityHis blood
of God: Romans 1:4. atonement and resurrectionlt was part of God’s

4. Jesus raised Himself from the dead: JohRlan for His Son to be rejected and suffer, to die for
10:18: Revelation 1:5, 18. No one else eve¥S and rise again,then come again to complete His

did this. Nothing but the power of God canWork of redemption; Psalm 22; Isaiah 53:1-12;
raise the dead, so Jesus Christ is God.  Zechariah 13:7;Matthew 16:21, 27; Hebrews 9:28.

5. Importance of His resurrection: | Corin- ] _ _
thians 15:12-19. 1. His Personal Return is Certain

6. Christ's resurrection guarantees our resur- ACts 1:9-11. Note “this same Jesus. . .in like
rection: | Corinthians 15:20-23; John 11:25Manner.” He will be visible in His body just as

26: 14:19. they saw Him go. Beware of teachers who say
Christ’s return is figurative, or that the Bible means
SOME QUESTIONS THE His spiritual presence, or that He comes at our death,
CRITICS CANNOT ANSWER etc.

1. If Jesus’ body did not rise from the dead, Matthew 24:23-37. Beware of false prophets
what became of it? See Matthew 28:11-15. The who claim to be Christ (Matthew 24:5, 11)Be-
elders knew that the body of Jesus had disappearavhre of false cults who say Jesus has already come,
and they bribed the watchers to lie aboutliet the  and that only their followers have the understand-
critics produce the body of Jesus, or a record of iag to recognize Him. The Bible says every eye
reliable witness, if they would disprove His bodilyshall see Him (Revelation 1:7).
resurrection. The only witnesses were bribed to
tell a lie. 2. The Second Coming of Christ is in Two

2. The disciples did not believe Jesus wouldteps:
rise from the dead (Mark 16:14). Why would they

suddenly begin to preach it and turn the world up- (1) He comes for His People:John 14:1-4;
side down? They had to be convinced of it. Thi§ Thessalonians 4:13-18. This is sometimes called

became the secret of their power. the Rapture (to seize and carry away). At that time,

3. Ifthe disciples were not convinced that Jesudesus does not come all the way to the earth, but de-
rose from the dead, why would they be willing toscends in the clouds and brings His people up to meet
suffer and die for Him? Al the original elevenHim. At that time, the dead in Christ will rise and
died a martyr’s death for Christ, except John, whé¢he living saints will be changed and we will go up
was persecuted and miraculously escaped. W@ meetour Lord in the air: | Thessalonians 4:16,17;
would have died for an impostor, or for one whd Corinthians 15:51-54; Philippians 3:20, 21.
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(2) He Will Come With His People to the Second, the designations sometimes given Him
Earth: Zechariah 14:4.5; Jude 14, 19\ote “all seem impersonalFor example, He is callechand,
the saints with thee.” |l Thessalonians 2:1-12. breath, fire, power, oil, wateetc.

Third, He is not usually associated with the Fa-

3. Christ Will Reign on Earth for 1,000 Years: ther and the Son in the greetings and salutations of
Revelation 20:4 the New Testament epistles.

Another reason some people question the person-

This is fulfilment of God’s covenant with ality of the Spirit centers around the fact that the
David: Il Samuel 7:8-17; Luke 1:31-33; Acts 2:29-Greek word translated “spirit” is neuter in gender and
36; 15:13-17. Is sometimes translated “it” (see Romans 8:16, 26).

Jesus has not yet reigned on David’s throne, Itis not easy to define “personality” when used
which was in Jerusalem. Therefore, He must com# the divine Being. God cannot be measured by
again to fulfill this promise. Note that Gentiles human standardsGod was not made in the image
will also be under this reign, as well as the Jewsf man, but man in the image of God. Mullins
Christ will reign over the whole earth, with Jerusasaid, “A divine person is not less than a human per-
lem as the capital. son, but more.” Only God has a perfect personal-

After the thousand-year reign, sometimes calledy. And, although our finite minds cannot fully
the Millennial Kingdom, there will be a new Heavencomprehend many things about the Lord, we can
and earth: Il Peter 3:10-13; Revelation chapter 2kee that the Scriptures clearly present the Holy Spirit
22. as a personal being.

This is what will be accomplished in the Person  Dr. R. A. Torrey stressed the importance of dis-
and Work of our Lord Jesus Christ: | Corinthianscovering the personality of the Spirit when he said:
15:20-28. “If the Holy Spirit is a Divine Person and we know

it not, we are robbing a Divine Being of the love
and adoration due Himls the Holy Spirit a power
that we, in our ignorance and weakness, can some-
how get hold of and use? Or is the Holy Spirit a
= personal Being. . .Who is to get hold of us and use

T h e H O Iy S p | rlt us? Many can testify of the blessing that came into

their lives when they came to know the Holy Spirit,

S ) _ not merely as a gracious influence. . .but as an ever-
The Holy Spirit is first mentioned in the Secondpresent, loving friend and helper.”

other times throughout the Old and New Testamentfioly Spirit is a personal Being.
Yet many Christians know very little of what the  Names and Pronouns

Bible teaches concerning the Holy Spirit. In this  The Holy Spirit is given a name that implies per-
study, we will consider some of the basic Bible faCt%onality—“the Comforter.” The Greek word trans-

about the third Person of the Trinity. He is: lated “comforter” means “one who is called to your
side (to help)” as when a client calls a lawydn
1. APERSONAL BEING John 14:16 the disciples were told that the Holy

The Holy Spiritis nota mere influence or powergpirit would take the place of a person, Christ Him-
at work in the world. He is a divine Person, “an seif, and would personally guide them just as Jesus
inner distinction in the Godhead.” had been doingOnly a person could take the place

However, some people have a difficult time acof 4 person; certainly no mere influence could take
cepting this fact. In the first place the Holy Spirit ne place of the Lord Jesus Christ.
seems impersonal when compared to the Father and personal pronouns are used to refer to the Holy
the Son. His works seem secret or mystical, SGspjrit, In John 16:7-8, 13-15, the Greek masculine
much is said about His influence, power and giftspronoun (translated “He”) is used twelve times
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speaking of the Spirit. This is especially interest- Divine Attributes

ing since the Greek word for spirit (pneuma) is neu- He has all of the attributes of the Father and the
ter. Yet, contrary to ordinary usage, the Lord referSon. For example, He is eternal, omniscient, om-
to the Spirit with a masculine pronoun. This givesipresent, omnipotent and has the power to give life.
us a plain, definite statement concerning the per-

sonality of the Holy Spirit. Divine Works
He had a part in creation, in the salvation of souls
Identification and in Christ’s resurrection.

The Holy Spirit is identified as equal with the
Father and the Son in the Great Commission (Mat- Divine Association
thew 28:19-20) and in Paul’s benediction (Il Corin-  He is equal to the Father and the Son, and men-
thians 13:14). These verses show that the Holjoned with them.
Spirit, like the Father and the Son, is a Person.

Divine Identification

Characteristics Some Old Testament scriptures which speak of

Reference is made to His knowing (I Corinthianghe Spirit refer to Him as God when quoted in the
2:9-11), to His will (12-11) and to His mind (Ro- New Testament.Compare Isaiah 6:8-10 with Acts
mans 8:27). 28:25-27, for example.

Actions
He testifies. He teaches. He reproves. He
comforts. He guides.He strives.He helps. Words

like these can only be used of a personal being. M Q N

Treatment

The Bible tells us He can be grieved, insulted, I I I
lied to, sinned against and blasphemed agai@sn (Crea_tlon’ SI n’ Salva_'tlon_)
these things be done to a mere influence or power? In Genesis, chapter one, God establishes time

“When we rely on organization, we get what or-and prepares the universe for what God considers
ganization can do. When we rely on education, wis crown of creation: man.(Tragically, man has
get what education can do. When we rely on eld?lurred the image of which he was created, and has
quence, we get what eloquence can do. When @me to behave so disgracefully that he often ap-

rely on the Holy Spirit, we get what God can do.” pears more like theull than the crown.
A. C. Dixon “Adam” is not actually a proper name, like Cain

Il. THE DEITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT and Abel, but is the Hebrew word which is trans-
The Holy Spirit is God. He is just as much a lated “man” in English. It refers to all mankind,
member of the Godhead as are the Father and thgle and female. The root meaning of the word is
Son. We will consider five ways this fact is proveded earth, probably referring to the fact that man

in the Bible. was born of the dust of the ground.
Genesis 1:27 states the fact of man'’s creation.
Divine Names Chapter two describes the method of the creation

When rebuking Ananias, Peter said: “Why hatt®nd the first condition of Adam. J. Sidlow Baxter
Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?” (ActsPoints out four movements in this chapter:
5:3). Then, in the following verse, he said: “Thou (1) THE ACT OFPRODUCTION(v. 7). Man

hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” The Spirits formed of “the dust of the ground,” yet he is in
is called “Lord” in 1l Corinthians 3:18. breathed of God with “the breath of life.” Behold

his littleness and his loftiness!—his earthliness and
heavenliness!
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(2) THE DIVINE PROVISIONFOR MAN (vs. at a specific geographical location. What is a local
8-14). Perfect and abundant provisions! church? The following definition is given by Jo-
(3) MAN PLACED UNDERPROBATIONVs. seph M. Stowell:
15-17). Man’s liberty was to be conditioned by

loyalty. Amid many provisions there was just one “A local New Testament church may
prohibition, which constituted the point of proba- be defined as a body of born-again,
tion. properly baptized believers, with
(4) PROGRESSIONFOR MAN (vs. 18-25). Scriptural officers which are pastors
Point by point there is forward movement, seen in and deacons, organized to meet for
the relation between man and the animals; in the worship, to preach the Gospel, to win
calling forth of the latent faculty of speech; and su- souls, to carry out the ordinances of
premely in the provision of Eve for that deeper need baptism and the Lord’s Supper; to
of Adam, and in that perfect first marriage-bliss of teach the Word of God; to guide, watch
Eden. over and discipline its members for
Thus there iproductionin the likeness of God; their good and for the glory of God.”

provisionfor the body;probationfor the mind and
progressionto the point of heart-satisfaction.n
these four movements we see the MAN, the SER-

VANT, the KING, the HUSBAND. Ch ristian |_|V| ng

How to Succeed in the Christian Life
by R.A. Torrey

New Testament Churches Chapter 1

The word “church” is from two Greek words Beginning Right
meaning “to call out from.” This word is used more
than 100 times in the New Testament. Itis usedina There is nothing more important in the Chris-
secular sense in Acts 19:39; of Israel in the wildertian life than beginning right. If we begin right we
ness (Acts 7:38) and of the assembly of believers @an go on right. If we begin wrong the whole life
Christ (Matthew 16:18; 18:17; | Cor. 1:2; and oth-that follows is likely to be wrong.
ers). This term shows us that the church is a “called If anyone who reads these pages has begun
out assembly of believers.” For this age, the terwrong, it’s very simple to begin over again, and to
“churches” is more appropriate than the ternbegin right.
“church”—since the only church on earth now is  The right beginning in the Christian life is de-
the local church. scribed in John 1:12, “But as many as received Him,
Hebrews 12:23 speaks of a church thidt be tothem gave He power to become the sons of God.”
completed at the rapture. Perhaps this is the churdiie right way to begin the Christian life is by re-
mentioned in Matthew 16:18. When Christ said, “Iceiving Jesus Christ. To anyone who receives Him,
will build My church” this is the durative or linear He at once gives power to become a child of God.
which means, “I will be building and be building  Even if the wickedest man on earth should at
and be building My church.” He will continue build- this moment receive Jesus Christ, he would instantly
ing until the last person is saved. Then, and ndtecome a child of God. God makes this plain in the
until then, will all believers become a church, a newerse quoted above.
and great “called out assembly.” No one can become a child of God any other
Nearly 80% of Scriptural references to theway. No one, no matter how carefully he has been
church refer to a local assembly—people meetingised or how well he has been sheltered from the
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vices and evils of this world, is a child of God untilare forgiven, not because of any good works we do,
he receives Jesus Christ. We are “children of Goldut because of the atoning work of Christ on the
through faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26). Thereross of Calvary in our place.
is no other way. If we rest in this atoning work we shall do good
What does it mean to receive Jesus Christ? Works. But they will be the outcome of our being
means to take Christ to be all God offers Him to béaved and of believing on Christ as our sinbearer.
to everybody. Our good works will not be the ground of our sal-
Jesus Christ is God’s gift. “For God so lovedvation, but the result.
the world that He gave His only begotten Son that Ve are not forgiven because of Christ's death
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish bu@d our good works. We are forgiven solely and en-
have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Some accept thid€ly because of Christ's death. To see this clearly
wondrous gift of God, and become a child of God'S the right begmnmg_ of the true Christian Ilfe._
But the person who refuses this gift of God will_ 2+ Jesus, our Deliverer from the power of sin.
perish. He is condemned already. “He that belig€SuS Not only died, He rose again. Today He is a

h Him (th . t - put hdving Savior. He has all power in heaven and on
veth on Him (the Son) is not condemned: bu grth (Matthew 28:18). He has the power to keep

that believeth not is condemned already, becau e weakest sinner from falling (Jude 24). “Where-
he hath not believed in the name of the only begoj- : 9 :
ore also He is able to save to the uttermost them

tenvs\/?lgtoéizdcag‘] dongegr:ll—ISi;. Son to be to us? that draw near unto God through Him, seeing that
us: He ever liveth to make intercession for them” (He-

1. _Jesus our Sinbearer.We have aII_ sinned. brews 7:25). “If the Son therefore shall make you
There is not a man or woman, a boy or girl, who haﬁee ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36)

not sinned (Romans 3:22, 23). If any of us say We - 1 raceive Jesus is to believe God's Word con-
have not sinned we are deceiving ourselves and Iy ning Him, to believe He did rise from the dead,
ing to God (1 John 1:8, 10). _ to believe He does now live, to believe He has the

Now each of us must bear our own sin or SOM&sawer to keep us from falling, to believe He has the
one else must bear it in our place. To bear our oWsber to keep us from the power of sin day by day,
sins would mean we must be banished forever frogng just trust Him to do it.
the presence of God, for God is holy. “God is light,  This is the secret of daily victory over sin. If we
and in Him is no darkness at all” (I John 1:5).  try to fight sin in our own strength, we are bound to

But God Himself has provided another to beafail. If we just look up to the risen Christ to keep us
our sins in our place so we wouldn't need to beagvery day and every hour, He will keep us.
them ourselves. This sinbearer is God’s own Son, Through the crucified Christ we get deliverance
Jesus Christ. “For He hath made Him to be sin foirom the guilt of sin. But it is through the risen Christ
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made ththat we get daily victory over the power of sin.
righteousness of God in Him” (Il Corinthians 5:21).  Some receive Christ as a sinbearer and thus find
When Jesus Christ died upon the cross of Calvargardon, but do not get beyond that. And their life is
He redeemed us from the curse of the law by beingne of daily failure. Others receive Him as their risen
made a curse in our stead (Galatians 3:13). Savior also, and thus enter into an experience of vic-

To receive Christ then is to believe this testitory over sin.
mony of God about His Son, to believe Jesus Christ To begin right we must take Him not only as
did bear our sins in His own body on the cross (Pur sinbearer, but also as our risen Savior, our de-
Peter 2:24), and to trust God to forgive all our sin§verer from the power of sin, our keeper. Then we
because Jesus Christ has borne them in our plac&nd daily victory over sin. _

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 3. Jesus Our Lord and King. We read in Acts
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hat®:36, “Let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). Our that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
own good works, past, present, or future have nottfrucified, both LOEd and ”Ch”St' Lord” means di-
ing to do with the forgiveness of our sins. Our sin¥IN€ Master. And “Christ” means anointed King.
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To receive Jesus is to take Him as our divine Taking Christ as your Lord and King involves
Master, the One to whom we yield the absolute corebedience to His will as far as you know it in each
fidence of our intellects, the One whose Word weletail of life. There are those who tell us they have
believe absolutely, the One we will believe even itaken Christ as their Lord and King who at the same
the world’s wisest men question or deny the truth dime are disobeying Him daily in business, in do-
His teachings. mestic life, in social life and in personal conduct.

And since He is our King, we will gladly yield, These people are deceiving themselves. You have
to Him the absolute control of our lives. The quesD©ot taken Jesus as your Lord and King if you are
tion from this time on is never going to be what"0t Striving to obey Him in everything each day. He
would I like to do or what do others tell me to do, offimself says, “Why call ye Me Lord, Lord and do
what do others do; but the whole questiomfimt N0t the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46).

would my King Jesus have me dd%ight begin- TQ sum itall up, the rightway to beginthe.Chris-
hing involves an unconditional surrender to thdian life is to accept Jesus Christ as your sinbearer
Lordship and Kingship of Jesus and to trust God to forgive your sins because Jesus

Christ died in your place. Accept Him as your risen

The failure o realize Jesus is Lord and King, 83 avior who lives to make intercession for you, and

well as Savior, has led many to a false start in thterust Him to keep you from day to day. And accept

Chris_tian life. We begin W.ith Him as our SaVior’Him as your Lord and King to whom you surrender
our sinbearer, and ogr d.ellve.rer from the power %bsolute control of your thoughts and of your life.
sin. We must no? end with Him m_erely as Savior, - Thisis the right beginning, the only right begin-
we must know Him as Lord and King. ning of the Christian life. If you have made this be-

There is nothing more important in a right be-inning, all that follows will be comparatively easy.

ginning of Christian life than an unconditional sur-jf yoy have not made this beginning, make it now.
render, both of our thoughts and our conduct, to

Jesus. Say from your heart and say it again and again, Chapter 2
“All for Jesus.” _ _ The Open Confession of Christ
Many fail because they shrink back from this
entire surrender. They wish to serve Jesus with half Haying begun the Christian life right by taking

their heart, with part of themselves and part of theiie proper attitude toward Christ in a private transac-
possessions. To hold back anything from Jesufn between Himself and yourself, your next step is
means a wretched life of stumbling and failure. 3 gpen confession of this new relationship between
The life of entire surrender is a joyous life allyoy and Jesus Christ. Jesus says in Matthew 10:32,
along the way. If you have never done it before, gayhosoever therefore shall confess Me before men,
alone with God today, get down on your knees, angim will | confess also before My Father which is in
say, ‘All for Jesus.” And mean it. Say it very ear-heaven.” He demands a public confession.
nestly, from the bottom of your heart. He demands it for your own sake. This is the
Stay there until you realize what it means anghath of blessing. Many attempt to be disciples of
what you are doing. It is a wondrous step forwardesus and not let the world know it. No one has ever
when one really takes it. If you have taken it alsucceeded in that attempt. To be a secret disciple
ready, take it again; take it often. It always has fresgheans to be no disciple at all. If one really has re-
meaning and brings fresh blessedness. ceived Christ he cannot keep it to himself. “For out
In this absolute surrender is found the key to thgf the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh”
truth. Doubts rapidly disappear for one who surrenatthew 12:34).
ders all (John 7:17). In this absolute surrender you'll S important is the public confession of Christ
find the secret of power in prayer (I John 3:22). Inhat Paul puts it first in his statement of the condi-
this absolute surrender you'll find the supreme contions of salvation. He says, “If thou shatinfess
dition of being controlled by the Holy Spirit (Acts with thy mouththe Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
5:32). thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead,
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thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believetie has eternal life is to say that the first epistle of
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confessiaiohn was written in vain, and it is to insult the Holy
is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:9, 10). The lif&pirit who is its real author. Again Paul tells us in
of confession is the life of full salvation. When weActs 13:39, “By Him (that is by Christ) all that be-

confess Christ before men on earth, He confessieve are justified from all things.” So everyone who

us before the Father in heaven and the Father giveslieves in Jesus can know that he is justified from
us the Holy Spirit as the seal of our salvation.  all things. He knows it because the Word of God

It is not enough just to confess Christ when weays so.
unite with the church, or when we come forward in ~ Again John tells us in John 1:12, “But as many
a revival meeting. We should confess Christ conas received Him (Jesus Christ), to them gave He
stantly. We should not be ashamed of our Lord angower to become the sons of God, even to them that
King. We should let people know we are on His sidebelieve on His name.” Here is a definite and un-
In our home, in our church, at our work, at our playmistakable declaration that everyone who receives
we should let others know where we stand. Jesus becomes a child of God. So, every believer in

Of course, we should not parade our Christiandesus may know he is a child of God. He may know
ity or our piety. But we should leave no one in doubit on the surest of all grounds. The Word of God
whether we belong to Christ. We should show thagays so.
we glory in Him as our Lord and King. What the Scriptures say is absolutely true. What

The failure to confess Christ is one of the mosthe Scriptures say, God says. Now in John 3:36 the
frequent causes of backsliding. Christians get int8criptures say, “He that believeth on the Son hath
new relationships where they are not known asverlasting life.” If we have this faith in Christ, we
Christians and where they are tempted to concehfve God’s own written testimony that we have eter-
the fact. They yield to the temptation and soon finahal life, our sins are forgiven, and we are the chil-
themselves drifting. dren of God.

The more you make of Jesus Christ, the more We may feel forgiven, or we may not feel for-
He will make of you. It will save you from many given, but that does not matter. It is not a question
temptations if the fact is clearly known that you aref what we feel but of what God says. God’s Word
one who acknowledges Christ as Lord in all thingss always to be believed. Our own feelings should

often be doubted. Many are led to doubt they are
saved, because they do not feel saved. Because you
Chapter 3 do not feel it is no reason for you to doubt it.
Assurance of Salvation Suppose you were sentenced to prison and your
friends secured a pardon for you. The legal docu-

To have the fullest measure of joy and power itment announcing your pardon would be brought to
Christian service, you must know your sins are foryou. You would read it and know you were pardoned
given, and that you are a child of God. It is théecause the legal document said so. But the news
believer’s privilege to know he has eternal life. Johmvould be so good and so sudden that you would be
says in | John 5:13, “These things have | writterlazed by it. You don’t realize you're pardoned.
unto you that believe on the name of the Son of Go§omeone could come to you and say, “Are you par-
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, evedoned?” What would you reply? You might say,
unto you that believe on the name of the Son ofYes, | am pardoned.” Then he might ask, “Do you
God.” John wrote this first epistle for the expresdeel pardoned?” You may reply, “No, | do not feel
purpose that anyone who believes on the name pfirdoned. It is so sudden, it is so wonderful, | can-
the Son of God will know he has eternal life. not comprehend it.” Then he would say to you, “But

Some claim that no one can know he has eternbw can you know that you are pardoned if you do
life until he is dead and stands before the judgmetot feel it?” You would hold out the document and
seat of God. But God Himself tells us we may knowsay, “This says so.” The time would come, after you
To deny the possibility of the believer's knowingread the document over and over again and believed
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it, when you would not only know you were par-of God. Never doubt for a moment that you have
doned, but you would feel it. everlasting life.If Satan comes and whispers, “Your

Now the Bible is God'’s authoritative documentsins are not forgiven,” point Satan to the Word of
declaring that everyone who believes in Jesus is@od and say, “God says my sins are forgiven and |
child of God. If anyone asks you if your sins are alknow they are.” If Satan whispers, “Well, perhaps
forgiven, reply, “Yes, | know they are because Gogou don'’t believe on Him,” then say, “Well if | never
says so.” If anyone asks you if you know you are did before | will now.” And then go out rejoicing,
child of God, reply, “Yes, | know | am a child of knowing your sins are forgiven, knowing you are a
God because God says so.” If they ask you if yoahild of God, knowing you have everlasting life.
have everlasting life, reply, “Yes, | know | have ev-  The reason many don't have the assurance they
erlasting life because God says so.” are saved is they are not saved. They don’'t need

You may not feel it yet but, if you keep meditat-assurance. What they need first is salvation.
ing on God'’s statement and believe what God says, But if you have received Jesus in the way de-
the time will come when you will feel it. scribed in the first chapterpu are savedyou are a

For one who believes on the Son of God doubtshild of God, your sins are forgiven. Believe it.
he has eternal life, he makes God a liar. “He thanow it. Rejoice in it.
believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in him- Having settled the question, let it remain settled.
self. He that believeth not God hath made Him &lever doubt it. You may make mistakes. You may
liar; because he believeth not the record that Gastumble. You may fall. But even if you do, if you
gave of His Son. And this is the record, that Godhave really received Jesus, you know that your sins
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in Hisare forgiven. You can rise from your fall and go for-
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hattard in the glad assurance that there is nothing be-
not the Son of God hath not life” (I John 5:10-12)tween you and God.
Anyone who does not believe God’s testimony that

He has given us eternal life, His Son, and that he Chapter 4
who has the Son has the life makes God a liar. _ _ .
It is sometimes said, “It is presumptuous for any- Filled with the Holy Spirit

one to say he knows he is saved.” But is it presump-

tuous to believe God? When you believe on the Being filled with the Holy Spirit is the great se-
Son of God and yet doubt that you have eternal lif&€ret of joyfulness in our own hearts, victory over
you make God a liar. sin, power in prayer, and effective service.

When Jesus said to the woman who was a sinner, Everyone who has truly received Jesus must
“Thy sins are forgiven” (Luke 7:48), was it presump-have the Holy Spirit dwelling in him (Romans 8:9
tuous for her to go out and say, “I know my sins ar®)- But in many believers, though the Holy Spirit
forgiven™? Would it not have been presumptuous foglwells within, He dwells way back in some hidden
her to have doubted for a moment that her sins wef@nctuary of their being, not a part of their conscious-
all forgiven? Jesus said they were forgiven. ness. It is something quite different, something far

Is it then any more presumptuous for the bebetter than this, to be filled with the Hon Spirit.
liever to say, “My sins are all forgiven, | have eter- When one is filled with the Spirit he is conscious
nal life,” when God says in His written testimony©f the great joy that only God can give. When we
to everyone who believes, “You are justified fromare filled with the Holy Spirit He rules our lives and
all things” (Acts 13:39), “You have eternal life” produces within us an ever increasing measure the
(John 3:36; | John 5:13)? fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering,

Be very sure first of all that you really do be-gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.
lieve on the name of the Son of God, that you reallyvhen we are filled with the Holy Spirit we are con-
have received Jesus. If you are sure of this, thei¢ious of His drawing our hearts out in prayer in a
never doubt for a moment that your sins are all foiway that is not of ourselves. We are conscious of
given. Never doubt for a moment that you are a chiltlis help when we witness for Christ, when we speak
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to others individually and try to lead them to acceptord Jesus says, “What things so ever ye desire,
Christ, or when we teach a Sunday school classhen ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye
speak in public, or do any other work for the Mastesshall have them” (Mark 11 :24).
Have you been filled with the Holy Spirit? If When you pray for the Holy Spirit, you have
you have not, this is how you may. prayed for something according to God’s will. There-
1. To be filled with the Holy Spirit, you must fore, you know that your prayer is heard and that
acknowledge the death of Christ on the cross for y®u have what you asked of Him. (1 John 5:14-15).
as the only and all-sufficient ground upon which  You may feel no different. But don’t look at your
God pardons all our sins and forgives us. feelings but at God’s promise. Believe the prayer is
2. To be filled with the Holy Spirit, we must put heard, believe God has given you the Holy Spirit,
away every known sin. We must go to our heavenlgnd you will then have an actual experience what
Father and ask Him to search us through and througbu have received in simple faith on the bare prom-
bringing to light anything in our outward life or in- ise of God’s Word.
ward life that is wrong in His sight. And if He does  Itis good to go often alone, kneel down, look to
bring anything to mind that is displeasing to Him,the Holy Spirit and put into His hands anew the en-
we must put it away, no matter how dear it is to udire control of your life. Ask Him to take control of
3. To be filled with the Holy Spirit, there must your thoughts, imaginations, affections, desires,
be an open confession of Christ before the world.ambitions, choices, purposes, words, and actions,
4. To be filled with the Holy Spirit, there must the control of everything. And expect Him to do it.
be absolute surrender of our lives to God. You must The whole secret of victory in the Christian life
go to Him and say, “Heavenly Father, here | amis letting the Holy Spirit, who dwells within you,
You have bought me with a price. | am Your propHhave undisputed right of way in the entire conduct
erty. | renounce all claim to do my own will, all of your life.
claim to govern my own life, all claim to have my
own way. | give myself up unreservedly to You— Chapter 5
all  am and all | have. Send me where You want,
use me as You like, do with me what You want—I
am Yours.” . : .
If we hold anything back from God, no matter If we are to run with patience the race that is set

how small it may seem, that spoils everything. Bufyefc;)re us, W? must alwayshkegp Icl)oking to J.eﬁu_s.
if we surrender all to God, then God will give all He Hebrews 12:1-3) . One of the simplest, yet mighti-

has to us. est, secrets of abiding joy and victory isnever

Some shrink from this absolute surrender to God?se sight of Jesus
but absolute surrender to God is simply absolute sur- 1 W K looki J h
render to infinite love. Surrender to the Father whose = ''© must keep jooking at Jesus as the rea-

love is not only wiser than any earthly father’s, bu?on_for our accgptance beforg GodDver and over
more tender than any earthly mother’s. again Satan will attempt to discourage us by bring-

5. To be filled with the Holy Spirit there should "9 UP our sins and failures and try to convince us

be definite asking for the Holy Spirit. Our Lord Jesu hat we ”f“ saved. If he ;ucceeds in ggtting us.to
says in Luke 11:13, “If ye then, being evil, know how eep looking at and brooding over our sins, he will

to give good gifts unto your children: how much more>20N ha\{le us disc_ouraEed; ?n?(.discou:]agemznt
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit omeans failure. But if we keep looking at what Go

them that ask Him?” Just ask God to give you th (-?-es—the deqth of Jesus Christ in our place—we
Holy Spirit and expect Him to do it. He says He wiII.W'" never be discouraged pecause of the greatness
6. To be filled with the Holy Spirit, there must Of OUr Sins. Though our sins are very great, they

be faith, simply taking God at His Word. No rnatterhave all been erased. Jesus Christ has redeemed us

how positive any promise of God's Word may be]‘rom the curse of sin by being made a curse in our

we enjoy it personally only when we believe. OurIOIaCe (Galatians 3:13).

Looking Unto Jesus
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While in ourselves we are full of 3. We must keep looking to Jesus as the One
unrighteousness, in Christ we are made the righvhom we should follow in our daily conduct.Our
teousness of God, because Christ was made to berd Jesus says to us, His disciples today, as He
sin in our place (Il Corinthians 5:21). Every sinsaid to His early disciples, “Follow Me” (Matthew
Satan taunts us about has been borne and settf&8). The whole secret of true Christian conduct can

forever. (I Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:6). be summed up in these two words: “Follow Me.”
“He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also
Jesus paid my debt, to walk, even as He walked” (I John 2:6) .
All the debt | owe, One of the most common causes of failure in
Sin had left a crimson stain, Christian life is found in trying to follow a good
He washed it white as snow. man whom we greatly admire. No man or woman,

no matter how good, can be safely followed. If we
If you are this moment troubled about any sirfollow any man or woman, we are bound to go
you have ever committed, in the past or the presergtstray. There has only been one absolutely perfect
just look to Jesus on the cross. Believe what Gadan on this earth—the Man Christ Jesus. If we try
tells you about Him, that this sin which troubles youo follow any other man, we are more sure to imi-
was laid upon Him (Isaiah 53:6). Thank God the sitate his faults than his virtues. Look to Jesus and
is all settled; be full of gratitude to Jesus who borenly Jesus as your guide.
it in your place and do not worry about your sins If you are ever perplexed as to what to do, sim-
anymore. Itis base ingratitude to God to brood oveply ask, “What would Jesus do?” Ask God through
sins that He in His infinite love has cancelled. Keelis Holy Spirit to show you what Jesus would do.
looking at Christ on the cross and always walk irStudy your Bible to find out what Jesus did do and
the sunlight of God’s favor. This favor has been purfollow His example.
chased for you at a great cost. Gratitude demands Even though no one else seems to be following
us to always believe in Jesus’ gift and walk in th&esus, be sure you follow Him. Do not spend your
light of it. time or thought criticizing others because they do
not follow Jesus. See that you follow Him. When
2. We must keep looking at Jesus as our risen you are wasting your time criticizing others for not
Savior, who has all power in heaven and on earth following Jesus, Jesus is always saying to you,
and is able to keep us every day and every hour. “What is that to thee; follow thou Me” (John 21:22).
Are you tempted to do some wrong at this moment? This is the life of a disciple. The life of simply
If you are, remember that Jesus rose from the deddllowing Jesus. Many perplexing questions will
Remember that at this moment He is living at theome to you, but the answers become as clear as
right hand of God in glory. Remember He has altlay if you determine with all your heart to follow
power in heaven and on earth, and He can give ya&sus in everything.
victory right now. Satan will always be ready to whisper to you,
Believe He has power to give you victory over*Such and such a good man does it.” But all you
this sin that now besets you. Ask Him to give yowneed to do is answer, “It does not matter to me what
victory; expect Him to do it. this or that man does.” The only question should
Through looking to Christ’s sacrifice, we ob- be, “What would Jesus do?”
tain pardon and enjoy peace. By looking to the risen There is wonderful freedom in this life of sim-
Christ, we obtain present victory over the power oply following Jesus. This path is straight and clear.
sin. But the path of the one who tries to shape his con-
If you have lost sight of the risen Christ and haveluct by observing the conduct of others is full of
yielded to temptation, confess your sin and knowwists, turns, and pitfalls.
that it is forgiven because God says so (I John 1:9). Keep looking at Jesus. Follow on with trust
Look to Jesus, the risen One, again to give you viazvherever He leads. “The path of the just is as the
tory now. shining light, that shineth more and more unto the
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perfect day” (Proverbs 4:18). He is the light of thevised coming out of the imperfect church in Corinth.
world. Anyone who follows Him will not walk in  He did tell the Corinthian church to separate from
darkness, but will have the light of life all along themembership certain persons whose lives were wrong

way (John 8:12). (I Corinthians 5:11) .But he did not tell the indi-
vidual members of the church to get out of the church
Chapter 6 because these persons had not yet been separated
Church Membership from their fellowship.

Since you cannot find a perfect church, find the

No Christian can have real success in the Chri€est church possible. Unite with a church where they
tian life without the fellowship of other believers. Pelieve inthe Bible and where they preach the Bible.
The Church is a divine institution, built by JesugAvoid the churches where words are spoken to un-
Christ Himself. It is the one institution that enduresdermine your faith in the Bible as a reliable revela-
Other institutions come and go. They do their workion from God Himself. The Bible is the all-suffi-
for their day and disappear. But the Church wilkient rule of faith and practice.
continue to the end. “The gates of hell shall not pre- Unite with a church where there is a spirit of
vail against it” (Matthew 16:18). prayer, where the prayer meetings are well attended.

The Church is made up of imperfect men andnite with a church that has an active interest in the
women, consequently, itis an imperfect institutionsalvation of the lost, where young Christians are

Nonetheless it is of divine origin, and God lovegooked after and helped, where minister and people
it. Every believer should realize that he belongs t@aye a love for the poor and the destitute. A church
it, openly take his place bearing his responsibilitiegyat regards its mission in this world to be the same

init. as the mission of Christ, “to seek and to save that
On the day of Pentecost the three thousand Whpnich was lost” (Luke 19:10).

were converted were baptized at once and were g 1, denominational differences, other things
added to the Church (Acts 2:42). And “They con

. . . eing equal, unite with that denomination whose
tinued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and feh g €9

. : . : |deas of doctrine, government, and ordinances are
lowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. : .
most closely related to your own. It is better to join

ITyou have really received Jesus Christ, as soon %Slivin church of another denomination than to unite
possible find a group of people who have also re- gchu u

ceived Him and unite yourself with them. with a dead churc_h of your own. _
Which church should you join? Well, by all If you cannot find a church that agrees with the
means, don’t waste your time looking for a perfecPattem set_ forth_above, find a church that comes
church. If you wait until you find a perfect church nearest to it. Go into that church and by prayer and
before you unite with any, you will unite with none. WOrk try to bring that church, as nearly as you can,
And thus you will be|0ng to a church with yourse”to be what a church of Christ should be. Do not waste
as the only member; and that is the most imperfey@ur strength in criticism against either the church
church of all. | would rather belong to the mos®©r minister. Focus on what is good in the church and
faulty Christian body of believers | ever knew tharin the minister, and do your best to strengthen it.
not belong to any church group at all. Keep a firm but unobtrusive distance from what
The local churches in Paul's day were very imis wrong while seeking to correct it. Do not be dis-
perfect. Read the epistles to the Corinthians argburaged if you cannot correct problems in a day, a
see how imperfect the church in Corinth was. Bulveek, a month, or a year. Patient love, prayer, and
even with all the evil in it, Paul never dreamed ogffort will show in time. Withdrawing by yourself,
advising any believer in Corinth to get out of thiscomplaining, and grumbling will do no good. Grum-

imperfect church. He did tell them to come out objing will simply make you and the truths for which
heathenism and to come out from fellowship with,qy stand repulsive.

infidels (Il Corinthians 6:14-18). But he never ad-

Page 24



Chapter 7 “What is the right way to study the Bible?”

. 1. Study it daily (Acts 17:11). No matter how
Bible Study good your methods of Bible study, no matter how
o _ o much time you spend studying the Bible now and

Nothing is more important for the spiritual de-hen for best results you must make it a matter of
velopment than regular, systematic Bible study. “brinciple never to let a single day go by without
the spiritual life, as in the physical life, health deegrnest Bible study.
pends on what we eat and how much we eat (Mat- | would not dare allow even one day to pass with-
thew 4:4). The soul’'s proper food is found in oneput listening to God’s voice as He speaks through
book, the Bible. the pages of His Book. Mr. Moody once wisely

Of course, a true minister of the gospel will feedsaid, “In prayer we talk to God. In Bible study, God
us on the Word of God, but that is not enough. Htalks to us, and we had better let God do most of the
feeds us only one or two days in the week, and wialking.”
need to be fed every day. Furthermore, it won't do A regular time should be set aside each day for

feed ourselves. that we will study so many chapters a day, because

We live in a day in which false doctrine is eV_that leads to undue haste and thoughtlessness. It's

erywhere. And the only Christian who is safe fronfeSt to set apart a certain length of time each day

being led into error is the one who studies the Bibl&" Bible study. Some can give more tlmg than Ot.h'
; . ers. But no one should devote less than fifteen min-
for himself daily.

. utes a day. You might set your time this low so you
Paul wrote to the pastor of the church in Ephesu%on,t be discouraged in the beginning. If a young

“But evil men and impostors shall wax worse antqistian planned to spend an hour or two a day in
worse, deceiving, and being deceived” (Il Timothygip|e study, there is a strong probability he would
3:13). But he goes on to tell Timothy how he anghot keep the resolution and might become discour-
his fellow believers could remain safe even in thgged_ Yet | know many very busy people who have
times of increasing peril. That way was through thegjiven the first hour of every day for years for Bible
study of the Holy Scriptures, which are able to makstudy. Some have even given two hours a day.
wise unto salvation (Il Timothy 3:14, 15). It's important to choose the right time for this
“All Scripture,” he adds, “is given by inspira- study. In most cases the best time is immediately
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re-after waking up in the morning. The worst time is
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-the last thing at night. Though it's good to give a
ness: That the man of God may be perfect, tholittle while just before we retire to Bible reading,
oughly furnished unto all good works” (Il Timothy (so God's voice vyill be the last voice we listen to)
3:16). Through the study of the Bible, one will pethe bulk of our Bible study should be done when

sound in doctrine and led to see his sins and to papr minds are clgarest and strongest. Whatever time
them away. He will find discipline in the righteousIS set apart for Bible study should be kept sacredly

life and be equipped for all good works. o g]atsi)ﬁc;p?ﬁg.Bible systematicallyMuch time
Our spiritual health, our growth, our strength,. ) y y Y

ict . q 1 doctri is frittered away in random study of the Bible. The
ourvictory Over sin, our soundness in doctring, oULy e amount of time put into systematic study would

joy and peace in Chr|§t, our cleansm_g from '“Waf?/iem far greater results. Have a definite place where
and outward sin, our fitness for service, all depengou study and have a definite plan of study.

on daily study of the Bible. The one who neglects A good way for a young Christian to begin the

his Bible is bound to be a failure in the Christianstudy of the Bible is to read the gospel of John. When
life. The one who studies his Bible in the right Spirityou have read it through once, read it again and
and by a constant method is destined to succeeddgain, until you have gone over the gospel five times.
his Christian life. Then read the gospel of Luke five times in the same
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way. And do the same with Acts, | Thessalonians, | sons about God, lessons about Christ, les-

John, Romans, and Ephesians. sons about the Holy Spirit.
By this time you will be ready to take up amore  6) Find the key verse of the chapter if there is
thorough method of Bible study. one. Mark it and memorize it.

a. A good method is to begin at Genesis and 7) Write down a new truth you have learned
read the Bible through chapter by chapter. Read each from the chapter.
chapter through several times and then answer the 8) Write down a truth you already know that

following questions on each chapter: has come to you with new power.

1) Whatis the main subject of the chapter? State 9) Write down a definite thing you have resolved
the principal contents of the chapter in a to do as a result of studying this chapter.
single phrase or sentence. A good sequence of chapters this method would

2) What truth is most clearly taught and mostbe: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans 1-8;
emphasized in the chapter? | Corinthians 12, 13, and 15; Il Corinthians 1-6;

3) What is the best lesson? Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, | Thessalonians,

4) What is the best verse? and | John. Sometimes you can refresh your study

5) Who are the principal people mentioned? py alternating methods.
6) What does the chapter teach about Jesus c. Another profitable method of Bible study is
Christ? the topical method. This was D. L. Moody’s favor-

Go through the entire Bible in this way. ite. Take up the great topics the Bible teaches, such

b. Another and more thorough method of Biblegs: the Holy Spirit, prayer, the blood of Christ, sin,
chapter study, which cannot be applied to every,dgment, grace, justification, the new birth, sanc-
chapter in the Bible, but will yield excellent resultsification, faith, repentance, the character of Christ,
when applied to some of the more important chapne resurrection of Christ, the ascension of Christ,

ters of the Bible, is: 1 ~ the second coming of Christ, assurance, love of God,
1) Readthe chapter for today’s study five timesyoye (10 God, to Christ, to Christians, to all men),

reading it out loud at least once. Each néW,gayen, hell. Get a Bible concordance and study each
reading will bring out a new point. one of these topics.

2) Divide the chapter into its natural divisions, 3. Study the Bible comprehensively.Many

apd finr(lj(?e_aqmgs that describe the contentgy, o4 their Bibles make the great mistake of con-
E ot eac | vision. the chapter studied i fining all their reading to certain portions of the Bible
or example, Suppose he chapter studie IStlluey most enjoy. They get no knowledge of the Bible

John 5._You 1m|ght divide it this way: verses l'sas a whole, and miss many of the most important
the believer’'s noble parentage; verses 4-5, th

believer’s glorious victory; verses 6-10, thepehases of Bible truth.

believer’'s sure ground of faith; verse 11-12, the Begln and.go through the Bible again and
again—a certain portion each day from the Old Tes-

believer’s priceless possession; verse 13, th .
believer’s blessed assurance; verses 14-15, ﬂt]aement and a portion from the New Testament. Read

believer’s unquestioning confidence; verses 16-1farif9”y Iat liaSt ?.ng lPtsaIm Sveryhdally.b K of th

the believer’s great power and responsibility; verses. IS aiS0 beneticial to read a whole book ot the
18-19, the believer’s perfect security; verse 20, th%ble throug_h at a single sitting. This lets you see
believer's precious knowledge; verse 21, thdhe whole picture. Of course, a few books of the

believer’s constant duty. Bible would take one or two hours; but most books
3) Write down the most important facts of theCan be read in a few minutes. The shorter books of
chapter in their proper order. the Bible should be read through again and again at

4) Make a note of people mentioned in the chap? Single sitting. _
ter and any light thrown on their character. 4 Study the Bible attentively.Do not hurry.

is helpful to classify these. For instance lesBible’s only influence is the truth it contains. It has
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no magic power. It is better to read one verse attebooks. It is important to know the mind of man. Itis
tively than to read a dozen chapters thoughtlesslyabsolutely essential to know the mind of God. The

Sometimes you will read a verse that grabs youylace to discover the mind of God is the Bible.
Don't hurry on. Stop and think about that verse. As b. The teachings of the Bible should be promptly
you read, mark in your Bible what impresses yoaccepted and submitted to without question. These
most. You don’t need an elaborate marking systenteachings may appear unreasonable or impossible
simply highlight what impresses you. to us. But we should accept them.

Meditate on what you mark. God pronounces Since this book is the Word of God, it is foolish
that man blessed who meditates on God’s law d&g criticize its teachings with our finite reasoning.
and night (Psalm 1:2). It's wonderful how a vers@ little boy who discredits his wise father’s state-
of Scripture will open if you read it over and overments simply because to his infant mind they ap-
again, paying attention to each word, trying to gepear unreasonable is not thinking wisely but fool-
its exact and full meaning. ishly. Even the greatest of human thinkers is only

Memorize the passages that impress you moah infant compared with God. To discredit God’s
(Psalm 119:11). And when you do, memorize its lostatements found in His Word because they appear
cation as well as the words. Fix in your mind chapunreasonable to our infantile minds is not to be a
ter and verse where the words are found. philosopher, but a fool. When we realize that the

A busy but spiritually-minded man who was hur-Bible is the Word of God, its clear teachings must
rying to catch a train once said to me, “Tell me in d@e the end of all controversy and discussion for us.
word how to study my Bible.” | replied, “Thought- c. The one who studies the Bible as the Word
fully.” of God will say of any promise, no matter how vast

5. Study your Bible comparatively.Compare and beyond belief it appears, “God who cannot lie
Scripture with Scripture. The best commentary omas promised this, so | will claim it for myself.” |
the Bible is the Bible itself. Wherever you find aknow of no better way to grow rich spiritually than
difficult passage in the Bible, there is always anto search daily for promises. And when you find
other passage that explains its meaning. them, take them for yourself.

The best book to use in this comparison of scrip- d. “Be ye doers of the Word and not hearers
ture with scripture isThe Treasury of Scripture only, deceiving your own soul” (James 1:22). Noth-
Knowledge This book gives a large number of ref-ing will better help you to understand the Bible than
erences on every verse in the Bible. resolving to obey it. Jesus said, “If any man will do

6. Study your Bible believingly. The apostle His will, he shall know of the doctrine” (John 7:17).
Paul, in writing to the Christians in Thessalonica, Many passages that look obscure to you now
said, “For this cause also thank we God without ceasrould become as clear as day if you were willing to
ing, because, when ye received the word of Godbey everything the Bible teaches. Itis remarkable
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the workdow soon one loses his thirst for the Bible and how
of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, whichsoon the mind becomes obscured to its teachings
effectually worketh also in you that believe” (I when we disobey the Bible at any point.
Thessalonians 2:13). Happy is the one who receives | have known many people who loved their
the Word of God as these believers in Thessalonidibles, were useful in God’s service, and had clear
received it, as the Word of God. In such a one Niews of the truth, who have come to something in
works effectually. the Bible they were unwilling to obey. Some sacri-

The Bible is a unique book. It is what no otheffice was demanded which they were unwilling to
book is, the Word of God. This can be easily provemake. As a result, their love for the Bible rapidly
to any impartial man. The Bible should be studiedvaned, their faith in the Bible weakened, and soon
as no other book is. To study it as the Word of Gothey drifted farther and farther away from clear
involves five things. views of the truth.

a. A greater eagerness and more careful study Nothing clears the mind like obedience; nothing
should be given to the Bible than is given to all othedarkens the mind like disobedience. To obey a truth
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you see prepares you to see other truths. To disobpsivilege to have the Holy Spirit for their Bible study
a truth you see darkens your mind to all truths.  teacher. Commentaries on the Bible are usually valu-
Cultivate prompt, exact, unguestioning, joyousable. But you will learn more from the Bible by hav-
obedience to every command that clearly applies iag the Holy Spirit for your teacher than you will
you. Be on the lookout for new orders from yourfrom all the commentaries.
King. Blessing lies in the direction of obedience to 8. Use spare moments for Bible studylime
them. God’'s commands are guideposts that maik lost in almost every man'’s life while waiting for
the road to present success and to eternal glory. meals, riding planes, going from place to place, and
e. Studying the Bible as the Word of God in-so forth. Carry a pocket Bible with you and use these
volves studying it as His own voice speaking digolden moments to listen to the voice of God.
rectly to you. When you open the Bible to study, 9. Store the Scripture in your mind and heart.
realize you have come into the very presence of Gol.will keep you from sin (see Psalm 119:11) and
Instead of a mere mechanical performance of dutfalse doctrine, (See Acts 20:29, 30, 32; and Il Timo-
Bible study will become a wonderfully joyous privi- thy 3:13-15.), fill your heart with joy (Jeremiah
lege if you say as you open the Bible, “Now, Godl5:16) and peace (Psalm 85:8), give you victory over
my Father is going to speak to me.” the evil one (see 1 John 2:14), and power in prayer
Often it helps us to realize the presence of GofJlohn 15:7), make you wiser than the aged and your
to reading the Bible on our knees. The Bible beenemies (Psalm 119:98,100,130) and make you
came in some measure a new book to me wherfthoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timo-
started reading it on my knees. thy 3:17). Try it.
7. Study the Bible prayerfully. God, the au-
thor of the Bible, is willing to act as interpreter of it.
He does so when you ask Him. The one who prays ~ Chapter8
the psalmist’s prayer with sincerity and faith, “Open Difficulties in the Bible
Thou mine eyes, that | may behold wondrous things
out of Thy law” (Psalm 119:18), will have his eyes ~ Sooner or later every young Christian comes
opened to new beauties and wonders in the Word 8£ross passages in the Bible which are hard to un-
God that he never dreamed of before. derstand and difficult to believe. These difficulties
Be very definite about this. Each time you ope®ecome a serious hindrance in the development of
the Bible for study, even if just for a few minutes,many young Christian lives. We have no desire to
ask God to give you an open and discerning ey@_onceal the fact these difficulties exist. We want to
Expect Him to do it. frankly face and consider them.
Every time you come to a difficult passage in 1. Difficulties are to be expected. Some
the Bible, lay it before God, ask for an exp|anationpeop|e are surprised to find difficulties in the Bible.
and expect it. How often we think as we puzzlé would be more surprised if there were not. What
over hard passages, “Oh, if | only had some greét the Bible? It's a revelation of the mind, will, char-
Bible teacher here to explain this to me!” God iscter, and being of the infinitely great, perfectly wise,
always present. He understands the Bible better thafd absolutely holy God. But to whom is this rev-
any human teacher. Take your difficulty to Him anclation made? To people like you and me, to finite
ask Him to explain it. Jesus said, “When He the Spirfeeings, imperfect in intellectual development and
of truth is come, He will guide you into all the truth” consequently in knowledge, character, and spiritual
(John 16:13). It is the privilege of the humblest bediscernment.
liever in Christ to have the Holy Spirit for his guide ~ When the finite tries to understand the infinite
in his study of the Word. there is bound to be difficulty. When the ignorant
| have known many very humble people, peopl€ontemplate the speech of one perfect in knowledge,
with almost no education, who got more out of theifnany things will be hard to understand. Some things
Bible study than many great theological teacherdVill also appear absurd to immature and inaccurate
This happened because they learned it was théTiinds. When sinful beings listen to an absolutely
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holy being they are bound to be staggered at some 4. Because you cannot solve a difficulty does
of His demands. His dealings will appear too senot prove it can’t be solved. It's strange how of-
vere, stern, and harsh. ten we overlook this very evident fact. When some
If someone were to hand me a book as simpleeople meet a problem in the Bible and give it a
as the multiplication table and say, “This is the Wordittle thought and can see no possible solution, they
of God, in which He has revealed His whole willconclude that a solution is impossible by anyone.
and wisdom,” | would shake my head and say, “They should have said “Though | see no possible
cannot believe it. That is too easy to be a perfesblution to this difficulty, someone a little wiser than
revelation of infinite wisdom.” In a revelation of | might easily find one.” Oh! If we’'d only remem-
God’s mind, will, character, and being, these willber we don’'t know everything. And a great many
be things hard for a beginner to understand. Evahings we cannot solve now, we could easily solve
the wisest and best of us are only beginners. if we only knew a little more.
2. Adifficulty or objection we may have with What would we think of a beginner in algebra
a doctrine doesn't prove it to be untrue.Many who, having tried without success for half an hour
people think it does. If they come across somethin solve a hard problem, declared there was no pos-
they can’t understand or is hard for them to believesible solution to the problem because he could not
they immediately conclude the doctrine is disprovedind one?
That's very illogical. Stop a moment and think. 5. The textual defects in the Bible are insig-
Learn to be reasonable and fair. nificant when put in comparison with its many
Nearly all science discoveries were once diffitruths and beauties.Why do men spend so much
cult for most people to accept. Scientists couldn’time focusing on the insignificant points they con-
believe Venus had phases, until a more powerfdider defects in the Bible, and pass by absolutely
telescope was made so they could be seen. Thanoticed and incomparable beauties and wonders
whole problem arose, as all those in the Bible ddhat adorn and glorify almost every page? What
from man’s ignorance of some of the facts. would we think of any man who, in studying some
He is a shallow thinker who gives up a well-great masterpiece of art, concentrated his entire at-
attested truth because of some facts he cannot uention on what looked to him like a flyspeck in the
derstand. Itis a very shallow Bible scholar who givesorner? Much “critical study of the Bible” is actu-
up the divine origin and inerrancy of the Bible be-ally a laborious and scholarly investigation of sup-

cause some facts are not clear to him yet. posed specks, and an entire neglect of the countless
3. There are many more and much greater glories of the book.
difficulties in believing the Bible to be of human 6. The difficulties in the Bible have far more

origin, than are in holding the Bible to be of di- weight with superficial readers of it than with
vine origin. A man may bring you some apparentprofound students.A man who is totally ignorant
error and say, “How do you explain this if the Bibleof the real contents and meaning of the Bible, and
is the Word of God?” Perhaps you may not be abldevotes his whole strength to discovering apparent
to answer him satisfactorily. Then he thinks he hagmconsistencies in it, will think these difficulties are
you, but he doesn’'t. Ask him “How do you accounextremely important. But to the one who has learned
for the fulfilled prophecies of the Bible, if it is of to meditate on the Word of God day and night, they
human origin? How do you account for the marvelhave little weight.
ous unity of the Bible? How do you account for its  George Mueller, who carefully studied the Bible
inexhaustible depth? How do you account for itrom beginning to end more than a hundred times, was
unique power in lifting men up to God? How donot disturbed by any discrepancies he encountered.
you account for its victory over all men’s attacks?'But to one who is reading it through for the first or
The discrepancies that confront one who deniesecond time, many things perplex and stagger.
the Bible is God's perfect word are far more numer- 7. Difficulties in the Bible rapidly disappear
ous and weighty than those that confront one whwith careful and prayerful study. So many things
believes it is of divine origin and authority. in the Bible that once puzzled us have been per-
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fectly cleared up. Is it not reasonable to suppose Chapter 9
the difficulties that still remain will also disappear Prayer
after further study?

How shall we deal with the difficulties we do Most of the failure in Christian living, and in
find in the Bible? Christian work, results from neglect of prayer.

Very few Christians spend as much time in
JPrayer as they should. The apostle James told be-
. , . lievers in his day that the poverty and powerless-
honest explanation, don't try to give any at all. . .

Humblv.R e the limitati ; ness of their lives and service was resulted from a
, dumd ?(’ eclognlzeD e, Imita !ons;]) yourown neglect of prayer. “Ye have not, because ye ask not”.
mind and knowledge. Don'timagine there Is no sog . j; g today. Why, many Christians are asking, do

lution just because you've found none. | 416 such poor headway in my Christian life? Why
DeterminedlyMake up your mind you will find - 44 | have so little victory over sin? Why do | ac-

the solution if you can by any amount of study andomplish so little by my effort?” God answers, “Ye
hard thinking. have not because ye ask not.”

FearleSS|y.D0n’t be afraid when you find a dif- Set apart some time each day for prayer. The
ficulty, no matter how unanswerable it appears. Thothabit of David and Daniel is a good one, three times
sands have found such before you. They were seanday. “Evening, and morning, and at noon,” says
hundreds of years ago and still the Bible stands. YoDavid, “will | pray, and cry aloud and He shall hear
aren't likely to discover any difficulty that wasn’t my voice” (Psalm 55:17). Of Daniel we read, “Now
discovered and probably settled long before you wenghen Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he
born. The Bible has stood centuries of rigid examiwent into his house; and his windows being open in
nation and intense assault, and is not going undBis chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his
by any discoveries you make. All modern attacks oknees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks
the Bible simply revamp old objections disposed oPefore his God, as he did aforetime” (Daniel 6:10).
a hundred times in the past. These old objections will Of course, you can pray while walking down
prove no more effective in their new clothes than thef1€ Street, riding in the car, or sitting at your desk.
did in the castoff garments of the past. And you should learn to lift your heart to God even

Patiently Do not be discouraged because yoﬂn the busiest moments of life. But we also need set

do not solve every problem in a day. If some diffi-iMes Of prayer, times when we go alone with God

culty defies your best effort, lay it aside for awhile.slhUt th'a dtf[)r?r ag<'16talk to our Father in the secret
Very likely when you come back to it, it will have place (Matthew 6:6).

) , Prayer is a wonderful privilege. It is an audi-
disappeared and you’ll wonder how you were ever . :
. : . ence with the King. How strange that some people
perplexed by it. | often smile when | think how

,  should ask, “How much time should | spend in
sorely | was perplexed in the past over queSt'orﬁrayer?” When a subject is summoned to an audi-

which gre now clear 6?5 day. ) ) ~ence with his king, he never asks, “How much time
Scripturally. Nothing explains Scripture like st | spend with the king?” His question is, “How

Scripture. Never let apparently obscure passages @f,ch time will the king give me?” Any true child
Scripture darken the light that comes from cleapf God, who realizes that prayer is an audience with
passages. Rather let the light that comes from thge King of Kings, will never ask, “How much time
clear passage illuminate the darkness that seemsnifist | spend in prayer?” Instead, he will ask, “How
surround the obscure passage. much time may | spend in prayer in relation to other
Prayerfully. It is wonderful how difficulties dis- duties and privileges?”

solve when we look at them on our knees. One rea- Begin the day with thanksgiving for the defi-
son some modern scholars learned to be destructindge mercies of the past and prayer for the definite
critics is because they forgot how to pray. needs of the present day. Ask God to show you the

HonestlyWhen you find a difficulty in the Bible,
frankly acknowledge it. Until you can give a goo
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temptations you are likely to meet and get from God Thus at the close of each day all your accounts
strength for victory over these temptations beforgvith God will be settled. You can sleep in the joyful
they come. Many fail in the battle simply becaus@wareness that there is not a cloud between you and
they wait until the hour of battle. The reason other&od. You can rise the next day to begin life anew
succeed is because they have gained victory on th&iith a clean balance sheet. Do this and you can
knees long before the battle arrived. Jesus conquere@ver backslide. Indeed, you will not backslide at
the awful battles of Pilate’s judgment hall and thell. Itis very hard to straighten out accounts in busi-
cross because He prayed the previous night. He afess that have been allowed to become disordered
ticipated the battle the night before and gained thever a prolonged period. No bank ever closes its
victory through prayer. business day until its balance sheet is absolutely
He told His disciples to do the same when H&orrect. No Christian should close a single day until
said, “Pray that ye enter not into temptation” (LukgiS accounts with God for that day have been per-
22:40). But they had slept when they should haviectly adjusted. _ _ _
prayed. And when the hour of temptation came, they _There should be special prayer in special temp-
fell. tation—when we see the temptation approaching. If
Anticipate your battles, fight them on your kneeg/0U Possibly can, immediately find a place to be alone
before temptation comes, and you will always hav¥/th %Od and fight your _batfle out. Keep looking to
victory. At the very start of the day, secure counsdf©d- “Pray without ceasing” (I Thessalonians 5:17).

and strength from God Himself for the duties of the Itis _not hecessary to always be on your knees
day. all the time but the heart should be on its knees all

Never let the rush of business crowd out prayeihe time. We should often be on our knees or on our

The more work a day requires, the more time mu gces literally. This pr:i\yer life is a joyous I_|fe, free
rom worry and care. “Be careful for nothing; but

be spent in prayer and preparation for that. Worklh every thing by prayer and supplication with
And it may surprise you to find that prayer is thethanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
greatest _tlme-sa\_/er known to man. . God. And the peace of God, which passeth all un-
Stop in the middle of the bustle and temptat'or('jerstanding shall keep your hearts and minds
of the day for thanksgiving and prayer. A few min-through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6, 7).
utes spent alone Wif[h God at roon will 90 f"?“ 0 There are three things for which éne who de-
keep yod calm despite the worries and anxieties %ﬁres to succeed in the Christian life must especially
moderm life. ) . pray. Wisdom. “If any of you lack wisdom, (and we
Close the day with thanksgiving and prayeryy 4oy |et him ask of God” (James 1:5). Strength.
Review all the blessings of the day and thank Godgt they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
in detail for them. Nothing further increases faith iNstrength” (Isaiah 40:31). The Holy Spirit. “Your

God and His Word than a calm review at the Closgeayenly Father (shall) give the Holy Spirit to them
of each day of what God has done for you that day 5t ask Him” (Luke 11:13).

Nothing goes further toward bringing new and larger  \ye need a new filling with the Spirit for every
blessings from God than intelligent thanksgiving forew emergency of Christian life and Christian ser-
blessings already granted. vice. The apostle Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit
The last thing you do each day should be to as pentecost (Acts 2:1-4); but he was filled anew in
God to show you anything in the day that has beefcts 4:8 and Acts 4:31. We constantly need to ob-
displeasing to Him. Then wait quietly before Godain new supplies of oil for our lamps. We secure
and give God an opportunity to speak to you. Listhese new supplies of oil by asking for them.
ten. Do not be in a hurry. If God shows you any- |t is not enough that we have our times of secret
thing that has been displeasing in His sight, confeggayer alone with God. We also need fellowship with
it fully and frankly as to a holy and loving Father.others in prayer. If there is a prayer meeting in your
Believe God forgives it all, because He says He doehurch, attend it regularly. Attend it for your own
(1 John 1:9). sake and for the sake of the church. If it is a prayer
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meeting only in name and not in fact, use your in- Jesus said to the first disciples, “Follow Me and
fluence quietly and constantly (not obstrusively) td will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19).
make it a real prayer meeting. Attend the prayeAnyone who is not a fisher of men is not following
meeting regularly for that purpose. Refuse all so€hrist. Bearing fruit by bringing others to the Sav-
cial engagements for that night. ior is the purpose for which Jesus has chosen us.
A major-general in the United States Army oncéAnd it’s also one of the most important conditions
took command of the forces in a new district. A refor power in prayer. Jesus says in John 15:16, “Ye
ception was arranged for him on a certain night dhave not chosen Me, but | have chosen you, and
the week. When he was informed of this public reerdained youthat ye should go and bring forth fruit
ception, he replied that he could not attend since &nd that your fruit should remaitinat whatsoever
was the evening of his prayer meeting. Everythinge shall ask of the Father in My name, He may give
had to take second place on that night to his prayéryou” These words of Jesus are very plain. A per-
meeting. That general proved he was a man thabn who is bearing fruit can pray in the name of
could be depended upon. Christ and receive what he asks in that name.
Ministers learn to depend on their prayer meet- In the same chapter Jesus tells us that bearing
ing members. The prayer meeting is the most infruit for him is the condition of a joy-filled life. He
portant meeting in the church. If your church hasays, “These things have | spoken unto you (that is,
no prayer meeting, use your influence to start on¢hings about living in Him and bearing fruit in His
It does not take many members to make a goagtrength), that My joy might remain in you, and that
prayer meeting. You can start with two but aim foilyour joy might be full” (John 15:11). Experience
many members. proves that those who are full of activity in win-
It is wise to have a few Christian friends withning others to Christ are also full of joy in Christ
whom you meet every week simply for prayer. NothHimself.
ing has been more important in the spiritual devel- If you wish to be a happy Christian, a strong
opment of my own life than a little prayer meetingChristian, one who is mighty in prayer, begin now
of less than a dozen friends who have met everp work for Jesus. Never let a day pass without do-
Saturday night for years. We met and together weag some definite work for Him.
waited on God. If my life has been of any use to the But how can a young Christian work for Christ?
Master, | attribute it largely to that prayer meetingHow can a young Christian bear fruit? The answer
Happy is the young Christian who has a little bands very simple and very easy to follow. You can
of friends who regularly meet together for prayer. bear fruit for your Master by going to others and
telling them what your Savior has done for you, by
urging them to accept this same Savior, and by show-
ing them how. No other work in the world is so
Chapter 10 simple to do, so joyous, and so abundant in its fruit-
Working for Christ fulness, as personal hand-to-hand work.
The youngest Christian can do personal work.
One of the important conditions of growth andof course, he cannot do it as well as he will after he
strength in the Christian life is work. No man camas had more practice. The way to learn how to wit-
keep up his physical strength without exercise. Angless is by doing it. I've known thousands of Chris-
no man can keep up his spiritual strength withou§ans all around the world who have begun to work
spiritual exercise—without working for the Master.jn bringing others to Christ on the same day they
The working Christian is a happy Christian. Theyere converted.
working Christian is a strong Christian. Some Chris-  When we were in Sheffield, a young man work-
tians never backslide because they are too busy witfy in a warehouse accepted Christ. Before the
their Master’s business. Many professed Christiangonth was over he had led thirty others to Christ,

do backslide because they are too idle to do anynhany of them in the same warehouse where he
thing but backslide. worked.
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Many books tell how to do personal work. But Itis better to have zeal without knowledge than
you don’t need to wait until you've read some booko have knowledge without zeal. But it is better yet
on the subject before you begin. One of the mo%o have zeal with knowledge, and anyone may have
common and greatest mistakes made today is th&is. The way to acquire knowledge is through ex-
of frittering one’s life away in getting ready to getperience, and the way to gain experience is by do-
ready to get ready. Some never do get ready. Tlrg the work.
way to get ready is to begin at once. The man who is so afraid of making blunders

Make up your mind you will speak about ac-that he never does anything never learns anything.
cepting Christ to at least one person everyday. Earkhe man who goes ahead and does his best, willing
in his Christian life D. L. Moody made a resolution.t0 risk the blunders, is the man who learns to avoid
One night he was returning home late from his workdlunders in the future.

As he neared home, it occurred to him that he had S0me of the most gifted men | have ever known

not spoken to anyone about Jesus that day. He s&i@ve never really accomplished anything because

portunity. Here will be one day gone without rnythe most useful men | have ever known were men

speaking to anyone about Christ.” Then, just aheaijho started out as the least promising, but who had
of him, he saw a man standing under a lamppost. real love for souls and worked to win them in a
He said, “Here is my last opportunity.” The manblundering way. Eventually they learned by experi-
was a stranger, though he knew of Mr. Moody. ~ €NC€ t0 do things well. _ _

Mr. Moody hurried up to him and asked, “Are . Do not be dlsc_ouraged by your mlstake_s. P'tc.h
you a Christian?” The man replied, “That is nond" and k_eep plugging away. Every honest mistake is
of your business. If you were not a preacher, | woul stepping stone to future success. Try every day to

knock you into the gutter.” Mr. Moody spoke a few ead someone to Christ. Of course, you will not al-
. . ways succeed, but the work will still do you good.
Christian words to him and passed on.

The next dav this man anarilv called on one o Years later, you will often find that, where you
i y . grily ¢ . {hought you made the greatest mistakes, you accom-
Mr. Moody's business frlen_ds " Chicago. He said lished the best results. The man who becomes an-
Th‘zt nlj|anhMoody |Of X[?]urst'i d0|rllgdmoreHharm tha riest at you will often finally be the man who is
good. He has zeal without knowledge. He came ost grateful to you. Be patient and hope on. Never
to me last night, a perfect stranger, and asked me

2 : o discouraged.
| was a Christian. He insulted me. | told him if he Make a prayer list. Pray alone with God. Write

had not been a preacher | would have knocked higy,\n at the top of a sheet of paper, “God helping me,
into the gutter.” o | promise to pray daily and to work persistently for the
Mr. Moody's friend called him in and said, ¢,nyersion of the following people.” Then kneel down
“Moody, you are doing more harm than good. Youhng ask God to show you who to put on that list.
have zeal without knowledge. You insulted a friend  pop't make the list so long that your prayer and
of mine on the street last night.” Mr. Moody left\york hecome mechanical and superficial.
somewhat crestfallen, feeling perhaps he was do- after you have made the list, keep your cov-
ing more harm than good, perhaps he did have zeghant and really pray for them daily. Watch for op-
without knowledge. portunities to speak to them—improve these oppor-
Some weeks after, however, late at night, therginities. You may have to wait a long time for your
was a loud pounding on his door. Mr. Moody golpportunities with some of them, and you may have
out of bed and went to the door. That same ma@ speak often. But never give up.
stood at the door. He said, “Mr. Moody, | have not | prayed about fifteen years for one man, one of
had a night’s rest since you spoke to me that niglhe most discouraging cases. But I finally saw that
under the lamppost. | have come here for you to tethan converted, and | saw him become a preacher
me how to be saved.” Mr. Moody had the joy thabf the gospel. Many others were later converted
night of leading that man to Christ. through his preaching.
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Learn to use tracts. Get a few good tracts that Our Lord commands every one of His disciples
meet the needs of different kinds of people. Hantb go and make disciples of all nations. This com-
those tracts out to people. And follow them withmand was not given to the apostles alone, but to
prayer and personal effort. every member of Christ’s Church in all ages.

Go to your pastor and ask him if there is some If we go, then Christ will be with us even until
work he would like to have you do for him in thethe end of the age. If we do not go, we have no right
church. Be a person on whom your pastor can dés count on His companionship. Are you going with
pend. We live in a day in which there are many kindthe Gospel? There are three ways in which we can
of work going on outside the church. Many of thes@o, and in at least two of these ways we must go if
ministries are good, and you should take part in themie are to enjoy the wonderful privilege of His con-
as much as you can. Never forget, however, that yogtant personal companionship and fellowship.
first duty is to the church where you are a member. 1. Many can go personallyMany of us should

Be a person your pastor can count on. It may bgo. God does not call each of us to go as foreign
that your pastor may not want to use you, but anissionaries, but He does call many of us to go who
least give him the chance of refusing you. If he doeare not responding. No Christian has a right to stay
refuse you, don’'t be discouraged, but find workiome until he has offered himself definitely to God
somewhere else. There is plenty to do and few to der the foreign field. If you have not already done
it. It is as true today as it was in the days of ouit, do it today. Spend time alone with God and say,
Savior. “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the la:Heavenly Father, here | am, Your property, pur-
borers are few” (Matthew 9:37). “Pray ye thereforechased by the precious blood of Jesus. | belong to
the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth la-You. If You want me in the foreign field, make it
borers into His harvest” (Matthew 9:38) and prayclear to me and I will go.” Then keep watching for
that He will send you. God's leading.

The right kind of men are needed in the minis- God’s leading is a clear leading. “God is light,
try. The right kind of men and women are als@nd in Him is no darkness at all” (I John 1:5). If you
needed for foreign mission work. You may not beare really willing to be led, He will make His will
the right kind of a man or woman for foreign mis-for you clear as day. Until He does, you need not
sionary work, but there is still work for you which Worry that perhaps you are staying at home when
is just as important as the work of the minister oyou should go to the foreign field. If He wants you

the missionary. Be sure you fill your place and fit it0 90, He will make it clear in His own way and
well. time; then you're to prepare to go step by step as He

leads you. And when His hour comes, go, no matter
what it costs. If He does not make it clear that you
Chapter 11 should go, stay home and do your duty at home and
Foreign Missions go to the foreign fields in these other ways.
2. All can and ought to go by giftsThere are
Every Christian who truly pleases God must bénany who would like to go personally whom God
involved in foreign missions. The last command ofrovidentially prevents, who are still going in the
our Lord before leaving this earth w&Sp ye there- missionaries they support or help to support. It's
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in thgpossible for you to preach the gospel in the most
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holgmote corners of the earth by supporting or help-
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsdng to support a foreign missionary or a native
ever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am with yoworker. Many who read this are able to support a
always, even unto the end of the wor{#atthew foreign missionary financially. If you are able to do
28:19, 20). Here is a command and a promise. It B9, do it.
one of the sweetest promises in the Bible. But the Oh! The joy of preaching the gospel in lands we

enjoyment of the promise is conditioned upon youwill never see with our own eyes. And yet so few
obedience to the command. Christian church members today realize their privi-
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lege of preaching the gospel and saving memore successful if Christians at home, as well as
women, and children in distant lands by sending sulabroad, were living up to their full potential in prayer.
stitute missionaries to them. Foreign missionaries Be definite in your prayers for foreign missions.
could not go without your gifts; and you could notPray first of all that God will send forth laborers
go if they did not go in your place. You may be ablento His harvest, the right laborers. More foreign
to give only a small amount to foreign missionsmissionaries are greatly needed, but only more of
but every bit counts. Many insignificant streams tothe right kind of missionaries, those who He calls
gether make a mighty river. to the task.

Learn to give liberally, and you will a happy Pray for the laborers who are already in the field.
Christian. “The liberal soul shall be made fat” (ProvNo group of men and women need our prayers more
erbs 11:25). “He which soweth sparingly shall reaphan foreign missionaries. Satan delights in attack-
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifullying the reputation and character of the brave men and
shall reap also bountifully,” and “God is able to makevomen who are at the battlefront for Christ and the
all grace abound toward you; that ye, always hauwruth. No one is subjected to so many subtle and aw-
ing all sufficiency in all things, may abound to ev-ful temptations as foreign missionaries. We owe it to
ery good work” (Il Corinthians 9:6, 8, 9)he stingy them to support them with our prayers. Do not merely
Christian cannot be a growing Christialtis won-  pray for foreign missionaries in general. Have a few
derful how a Christian begins to grow when he bemissionaries whose work you study so that you can
gins to give. Power in prayer depends on liberal givpray intelligently and specifically for them.
ing. One of the most wonderful statements about And pray for the native converts. We Christians
prayer and its answers is | John 3:22. John says, aehome think we have difficulties, trials, tempta-
received whatever he asked of God, because he kéjpins, and persecutions, but the burdens we have are
God’s commandments about giving. He tells us imothing to what the converts in heathen lands bear.
the twenty-first verse that when our heart canndthrist alone can give them strength to stand, but He
condemn us in the matter of giving, then we havevorks in answer to the prayers of His people. Pray
confidence in our prayers to God. God’s answersften, pray earnestly, pray intensely, and pray
to our prayers come in through the same door odelievingly for native converts. Have some defi-
gifts go out to others. Some of us open the doarite field about whose needs you keep yourself in-
such a little bit by our small giving that God is notformed, and pray for the converts in that area. Do
able to pass in to us any large answers to prayer.not have so many that you become confused and

Of course, we should not confine our giving tomechanical. Pray for revivals in specific places. The
foreign missions. We should give to the work of thdast few years have been years of special prayer for
home church. We should do good for all men as wegpecial revival in foreign fields. The great things
have opportunity, especially to those who are felthat God is beginning to do are small in comparison
low Christians (Galatians 6:10). But foreign mis-with what He will do with much prayer!
sions should certainly have a large part of our regu-
lar giving.

3. We can all go to the foreign fields by our Chapter 12
prayers.Any hour of the day or night you can reach Companions
any corner of the earth by your prayers. | go to Ja-
pan, China, Australia, New Zealand, India, Africa, Our companions have a great deal to do with
and to other parts of the world every day by myletermining our character. The companionships we
prayers. If you are ready to go yourself, God willform create an intellectual, moral, and spiritual at-
ing, and if you are actually going by your gifts agnosphere where we are constantly breathing. And
God gives you ability, then you can go effectuallyour spiritual health is helped or hindered by this at-
by your prayers also. mosphere.

The greatest need in the work of Jesus Christ Every young Christian should have a few wisely
today is prayer. Foreign mission would be so mucghosen, intimate friends with whom he can talk
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freely. Be sure they are spiritual persons who love We should be on our guard even when reading
to study the Bible, who love to talk about spiritualgood literature, that the good does not crowd out
things, who know how to pray and do pray, and whthe best, that is, the best of man'’s literature does not
are really working to bring others to Christ. replace the very best of all—God’'s Word. God’s

Don't be upset because you’d rather be witlBook, the Bible, must always have the first place.
some Christian people more than others. God has Then there is another kind of companionship that
made us that way. Some are attracted to certalras a tremendous influence over our lives— the
people and some to others. It proves nothing againsbmpanionship of pictures. The pictures we see ev-
the others or against yourself that you are not aéry day of our lives, and the pictures we see only
tracted to them as you are to certain people. Culteccasionally, have a tremendous power in shaping
vate the friendship with those you find helpful toour lives.
your own spiritual life. How many pictures, even masterpieces of art,

On the other hand, avoid companionships yobhave evoked an evil suggestion. The evil thought they
find spiritually and morally hurtful. Of course, we suggest may only be for a moment, yet Satan knows
are not to withdraw ourselves totally from uncon-how to bring that picture back again and again to bring
verted people or even worldly people. Our acquairharm. Do not look at any picture no matter how
tance with these people is necessary that we mayaised by the critics, that taints your imagination with
win them for Christ. But we must always be on ouevil. Feast your soul on pictures that make you ho-
guard to concentrate on lifting them up, or they willier, kinder, more sympathetic, and more tender.
be sure to drag us down. If in spite of your best
effort any friendship is harming your spiritual life,
then give it up. Some people are surrounded with
such an atmosphere of unbelief, cynicism, criticism, Chapter 13
impurity, greed, or other evils that it is impossible Recreation
to associate with them without being contaminated.

But there are other companionships that mold Young people need recreation. Our Savior does
our lives besides those of living persons. The bookdot frown on wholesome recreation. He was inter-
we read are our companions. They exert a tremefisted in the games of children when He was here on
dous influence for good or evil. Nothing will help €arth. He watched the children at play. He also
us more than a good book, and nothing will hurt ugatches the children play today, and delights when
more than a bad book. it is wholesome and elevating. In the stress and

Among the most helpful books are the biograstrain of modern life older people also need recre-
phies of good men. Read again and again about tgéion if they are to do their best work. Some recre-
lives of such great men as Wesley, Finney, and Mood§tions are wholesome, and some are wicked. It is

Well-written histories are good companions.Notimpossible or necessary to take up amusements
History is not only instructive but spiritually help- one by one. A few principles are all we need.
ful if we will see the hand of God in it. Notice the ~ 1.) When in doubt, always give God the benefit
inevitable triumph of right, and the inevitable pun-of the doubt. There’s plenty of recreation which is
ishment of wrong, in individuals and nations. not questionable. If you're not sure it's RIGHT,

Some books of fiction are helpful, but here onéglon’t do it!
needs to really be on guard. Most modern fiction is  2.) Ask yourself: “Can | do this not to the glory
wicked and very morally harmful. Even novels tha®f God?”
are not absolutely bad, often promote false views of 3.) Don’t do anything that will hurt your influ-
life. Much reading of fiction is mentally injurious. €nce with anyone. Lost people are watching you.
The habitual novel reader ruins his powers of keen 4.) Don't take part in any recreational activity
and clear thinking. Fiction is so fascinating that itvhich you can’t make a matter of prayer. Pray be-
always tends to drive out other reading that is mor@re you play, and ask God to bless what you're
helpful mentally and morally. about to do!
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5.) Don't go to any activity where you feel Christof evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and
will not feel at home with you. Would it make you be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven:
ashamed if you knew the Lord Jesus was right bder so persecuted they the prophets which were be-
side you? If so, you're in the wrong place. fore you” (Matthew 5:10-12) .

6.) Only do those things you wouldn’t mind  Itis a great privilege to be persecuted for Christ
being found enjoying when Jesus returns. He wikhnd for the truth. Peter found this out and wrote to
be back at any moment. Would you like to meethe Christians of his day. “Beloved, think it not

Him doing that? strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you,
7.) Don’t do anything that would harm others,as though some strange thing happened unto you.
even if it wouldn’t hurt you. But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s

Bodily exercise profiteth little, but at least it doessuffering; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye
PROFIT. Since our body is the temple of the Holynay be glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be re-
Spirit, we should exercise it in a wholesome way. proached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for

The Lord intends for Christians to have fun. Andhe spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on
He also intends for us to DO RIGHT! their part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He

is glorified” (I Peter 4:12-14) .
Be very sure the persecution is really for Christ’s
Chapter 14 sake and not because of your own stubbornness.
Persecution Many people bring upon themselves the displeasure
of others because they are stubborn and cranky; then

God tells us in His Word that “All that will live flatter themselves that they are being persecuted for
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (liChrist's sake and for righteousness’ sake. Be con-
Timothy 3 :12). Sooner or later everyone who truly siderate of the opinions and of the conduct of oth-
seeks to follow Jesus Christ will find this verse isrs. Be sure you do not push your opinions on oth-
true in his life. We live in a God-hating world and aers in an unwarrantable way or make your con-
compromising age. science a rule of life for other people.

The world’s hatred of God today may be veiled. But never yield one inch of principle. Stand
It often does not express itself the same way it exXirmly behind what you believe to be the truth. Do
pressed itself in Palestine during the days of Jesitdn love, but do it at any cost. And if when you are
Christ. But the world hates God today as much asstanding for conviction and principle you are dis-
ever did. And it hates anyone who is loyal to Christliked, slandered, and treated with all manner of un-
It may not imprison or kill him, but in some way it kindness because of it, do not be sad, but rejoice.
will persecute him. Do not speak evil of those who speak evil of you,

Persecution is inevitable for a loyal follower of “because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
Jesus Christ. Yet often when a young Christian meetsxample that ye should follow His steps: Who, when
persecution he is surprised and discouraged. Mare was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered,
fallaway. Many seem to “have no root in themselvegie threatened not; but committed Himself to Him
and so endure but for a time; then, when affliction othat judgeth righteously” (I Peter 2:21, 23) .
persecution ariseth because of the Word, straightway At this point many Christians make a mistake loy-
they stumble” (Mark 4:17). But if persecution isally for the truth. They receive the persecution that
received correctly, it will not be a hindrance to thecomes for the truth with harshness. They grow bitter
Christian life, but a help to it. and start condemning everyone but themselves.

Don't be discouraged when you are persecuted. There is no blessing in bearing persecution that
No matter how fierce and hard it may be, be thankfuay. Persecution should be borne lovingly. Do not
for it. Jesus says, “Blessed are they which are persedk about your own persecution. Rejoice in it. Thank
cuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingSod for it and go on obeying God. And do not for-
dom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall rget to love and pray for those people who persecute
vile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manngou (Matthew 5:44).

Page 37



If at anytime the persecution seems more than Chapter 15

you can bear, remember how great the reward is. Knowing God’s Will

“If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him: if we

deny Him, He also will deny us” (Il Timothy 2:12). | have met a great many who wish to do God’s
Everyone must enter into the Kingdom of Godwill, but what puzzles them is how to know what
through tribulation (Acts 14:22). the will of God may be in every situation. When

But remember, however fiercely the fire of per-anyone starts out with determination to obey God
secution may burn, “The sufferings of this presenin everything and be led by the Holy Spirit, Satan
time are not worthy to be compared with the glorytries to confuse that person from knowing the will
which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18). of God.

Remember, too, that your light affliction is butfor ~ Satan suggests something is the will of God that
a moment, and that it worketh out for you “a far moras not the will of God at all. Then when the believer
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (Il Corinthiansdoes not follow the false suggestion, Satan says,
4:17). Keep looking, not at the things which are seerfYou disobeyed God.” That leaves the young Chris-
but at the things which are not seen, for the thinggans in a very morbid and unhappy state of mind,
which are seen are temporal; but the things which afearing they have disobeyed God and lost His fa-
not seen are eternity (Il Corinthians 4:18.) vor. This frequently used device of the devil keeps

When the apostles were persecuted, even sufiany Christians from being cheerful.
fering imprisonment and whippings, they departed How can we know the will of God?
from the presence of the council that had ordered First, let me say that a true Christian life is not
their terrible punishment, rejoicing that they weregoverned by a lot of rules about what to eat, drink,
counted worthy to suffer shame for the name oflo, and not do. A life governed by a lot of rules is a
Jesus, and they continued daily in the temple and lifie of bondage. One will sooner or later break some
every house teach and preach Jesus Christ (Acifthese man-made rules and feel self-condemna-
5:40-42) . tion. Paul tells us in Romans 8:15, “Ye have not

The time may come when you think you arereceived the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye
being persecuted more than others, but you do nbave received the Spirit of adoption whereby we
know what others have to endure. Even if you arery, Abba, Father.”
being persecuted more than anyone else, you should The true Christian life is a life of a trusting, glad,
not complain. Thank God He has given you such aiear-free child; not controlled by rules, but by the
honor. Keep your eyes fixed on “Jesus, the authgrersonal guidance of the Holy Spirit who dwells
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that waswithin us. “As many as are led by the Spirit of God,
set before Him endured the cross, despising thbey are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14). If you have
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throneceived Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit dwells within
of God. For consider Him that endured such contrarou and is ready to lead you at every turn of life.
diction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wea- We trust God and rejoice in His presence just as
ried and faint in your minds” (Hebrews 12:2, 3). a child trusts his earthly father and rejoices in his

lwas once talking with an old man who becamgresence. If we make a mistake, even if we disobey
saved when he was still a slave. His cruel masté&od, we go and tell Him all about it as trustfully as
flogged him again and again for his loyalty to Christa child would. And we know that He forgives us and
but he said to me, “I simply thought of my Saviorrestores us instantly to His full favor (I John 1:9).
dying on the cross in my place, and | rejoiced to But how can we detect the Holy Spirit’s guid-
suffer persecution for Him.” ance so we may obey Him and have God’s favor at

every turn of life? This question is answered in
James 1:5-7, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let
him ask in faith, nothing wavering: for he that

Page 38



wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with thare light and in You is no darkness at all. If this is
wind and tossed. For let not that man think that h¥our will make it crystal clear and I will do it.” Then
shall receive any thing of the Lord.” The principlewait quietly for God and do not act until He makes it
is simple. It includes five points. clear. But the moment He makes it clear, act at once.
1) Recognize your own ignorance and your The whole secret of guidance is an absolutely
own inability to guide your own life—you surrendered will that is ready to obey God at any

lack wisdom. cost. Many of our uncertainties about God’s guid-
2) Surrender your will to God and show a realnce are simply because we are not really willing to

desire to be led by Him. follow God’s guiding. We are tempted to say, “I can-
3) Definitely pray to God for guidance. not find out what God'’s will is” when the real trouble
4) Confidently expect that God will guide you. is we know it's His will for us to do something we

“Ask in faith, nothing doubting.” do not wish to do, so we try to make ourselves think
5) Follow step by step as He guides. God wants us to do something else.

God may only show you a step at atime. Thatis All supposed leadings of God should be tested
enough. All you need to know is the next step. Manpy the Word of God. The Bible is God’s revealed
make a mistake at this point. They want God to showill. Any leading that contradicts the plain teaching
them the whole way before they take the first stepf the Bible is certainly not the leading of the Holy

A university student said to me: “l cannot find Spirit. The Holy Spirit does not contradict Himself.
the will of God. | have been praying, but God does A man once came to me and said that God was
not show me His will.” This was in July. | said, “About leading him to marry a certain woman. He said she
what are you seeking to know in the will of God?"was a very devoted Christian woman, and they were
“About what | should do next summer.” | replied,greatly drawn to one another. They felt that God was
“Do you know what you should do tomorrow?” leading them to be married. But | said to the man,
“Yes.” “Do you know what you should do next au-“You already have a wife.” “Yes,” he said, “but we
tumn?” “Yes, finish my degree. But what | want tohave never lived happily, and we have not lived to-
know is what | should do when my university coursegether for years.” “But,” | replied, “that does not
is over.” | showed him that all he needed to knovalter the situation. God in His Word has told us dis-
now was what God had already shown him. Gotinctly the duty of the husband to his wife and how
would show him the next step when the time camewrong it is in His sight for a husband to divorce his

Don’t worry about what you ought to do nextwife and marry another.” “Yes,” said the man, “but
week. Do what God shows you to do for today. Nexthe Holy Spirit is leading us to one another.”
week will take care of itself. Indeed, tomorrow will | replied, “Whatever spirit is leading you to marry
take care of itself. Obey the Spirit of God for todayone another is certainly not the Holy Spirit but the
“Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for thespirit of the evil one. The Holy Spirit never leads
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.anyone to disobey the Word of God.”

Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof’” (Mat- In seeking to know the guidance of the Spirit,
thew 6:34). It is enough to live a day at a time if walways search the Scriptures. Study them prayer-
do our very best for that day. fully. Do not make a book of magic out of the Bible.

God's guidance is clear guidance, “God is lighDon’t try to know God’s will by opening your Bible
and In Him Is no darkness at all” (I John 1:5). Doat random, putting your finger on some text and
not be anxious about obscure leadings. Obscutaking it out of its context without any relation to its
leadings are not divine leadings. God’s path is agal meaning. This is an irreverent and improper use
clear as day. Satan’s path is full of obscurity, uncewf Scripture. You may open your Bible at just the
tainty, anxiety, and questioning. place to find the right guidance. But, if you do re-

If you are not quite sure whether or not it is theceive real guidance, it will not be by some fanciful
will of God, simply pray to your heavenly Father andnterpretation of the passage you find. It will be by
say, “Heavenly Father, | desire to know Your will. I1taking the passage in its context and interpreting it
will do Your will if You will make it clear. But You to mean just what it says as seen in its context.
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Much difficulty springs from using the Bible in
a perverse way. | knew an earnest Christian woman AN G E LS
who was concerned about the predictions made by

a false prophetess that Chicago was to be destroyed They've been called “God's Secret Agents.”

on a certain day. She opened her Bible _at randomqlhey have faithfully served God (and nfanGod)
opened to the twelfth chapter of Ezekiel, “Son oy, q,ghout history. Everybody knows about an-
man, eat thy bread with quaking, and drink thy wage|s: hut most people don’t know Bible truth con-

ter with trembling and with carefulness....And thecerning angels. In fact, some people classify an-
cities that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and t Is as mythical characters created in the minds of

land shall be desolate” (Ezekiel 12:18, 20). NO"Yiterary dreamers.

this seemed to fit the situation exactly, and the

woman was considerably impressed. But if the THEIR EXISTENCE
verses were studied in context, it would have been

evident at once that God was not speaking about Only the Bible speaks with authority concern-

) . . ng this higher order of beings between God and
Chicago. Itwas notan intelligent study of th_e WOrdman, superior to man and inferior to God. And with
of God and therefore led to a false conclusion.

To sum up, live a life controlled by the personaﬁore than 100 Old Testament references and 160

. o ) ew Testament references, it is quite evident that
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Surrender your will to- : ) ) )

. these supernatural beings play a major role in God’s

tally to God. Whenever you are in doubt concern-, . : )

dealings with mankind.

Ing His guidance, pray and ask Him to show you The Lord Jesus certainly believed in the exist-

His will. Expect Him to d_o it. Follow stgp by st_ep nce of angels, referring to them in Matthew 13:41,
as He leads. Test all leadings by the plain and simp 98'10' 26:53; Mark 8:38; 13:32; and in many other

teachings of the Bible.
Jrassages.

After you have done what you think God le : )
you to do, don’t wonder whether you did the right Angels often appeared to people Iln Oli Testa
thing. You will become morbid if you do. ment times. For example, two angels in human

If you really wished to do God's will and soughtform appeared to Lot (Gen. 19:1); and an angel shut

His guidance, and did what you thought He guide(qqe mouths of lions to protect Daniel (Daniel 6:22).

ou to do. vou mav rest assured vou did the riah Note: “the angel of the Lord” is a term usually,
YO Y y y 9 |¥ not always, referring to the Lord Jesus Christ as
thing, no matter what the outcome has been.

: : : He appeared to individuals in His preincarnate
Satan is determined to keep us from being haIOIO?’fjrm—before He was born in Bethlehem. (See Gen-
cheerful Christians. But God wishes us to be happ}é,Sis 16:8-14: 22:9-18: Exodus 3:1-14) )

every day and every hour. He does not wish us 10 Angels were often on the scene in the New Tes-

brood but rejoice (Philippians 4:4). tament. After Satan tested our Lord in the wilder-

Let us remember that, if we surrender to H'mhess “angels came and ministered unto Him” (Mat-

qu IS more W|II|ng_ to guide us than we are to IC)(?hew 4:11. Angels also delivered apostles from
guided. He can guide us at every step. And even

though our actions may not bring the results we et 0" (Acts 5:17-20; 12:5-11).
pect, let us never brood over it but trust God. Let us
walk in the light of simple trust in God. In this way THEIR NATURE

we shall be glad, peaceful, strong, and useful at ev- 1+ Angelsare created beings."Praise ye Him,
ery turn of life. all His angels. . .for He commanded, and they were

created” (Psalm 148:2, 5)See Nehemiah 9:6 and
Colossians 1:16.

2. Angelsare spirit beings. Psalm 104:4 says
God “maketh His angels spirits.” And in Hebrews
1:14, they are called “ministering spirits.” Although
they are invisible spirits, they have sometimes ap-

Page 40



peared to men, even in human form. Angels ar® the worker (Acts 10:3). They also guide the

neither male or female, although the term “angelbeliever into positions of strength and safety.

in Scripture always carries a masculine form. 4. Theywill accompany Christ to earth when
3. Angelsare powerful beings.They “excel in  He returnsat the close of the Great Tribulation and

strength” (Psalm 103:20), and are “greater in powewill assist in carrying out His judgment (Matthew

and might” than man (Il Peter 2:11)One angel 13:49; 25:31; Il Thess. 1:7-8).

was able to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah and other

wicked cities. One angel smote the first bor@ne

angel rolled away the great stone from the mouth of

the tomb. One angel will be able to lay hold of

ig;z;\/?iéssv. 20:2, 10).0One angel smote 185,000 LAST TH I N GS

4. Angelsare numerous.Hebrews 12:22 speaks

of “an innumerable company of angels™. . .and Rev- g goctrinal study of last things has to do with

elation 5:11 proves there are more than 100,000,00Qe return of the Lord Jesus Christ and what hap-

angels. pens in relation to it. In this unit we will discuss

5. Angelshave various ranks. Michael is an \hat happens in relation to His return and afterward.
archangel (Jude 9)Ezekiel saw angels called cheru~yeg il |imit our discussion to three things—the

bim; Isaiah saw seraphim above the throne of GOy re resurrections through Christ, the future judg-
There is definite order and organization, with vari

X : ‘ments by Christ, and the future reign of Christ.
ous ranks among angelic beings.

Future Resurrections
THEIR CHARACTER All resurrections will be accomplished through
Although all angels were holy when God cre-cpyist who is “the resurrection, and the life” (John
ated them, the Bible teaches that some have sinnggl. 5y | this connection, the Scriptures assure us

a.nd become evil, or fallen, ang.els(See Il Peter hat all will be resurrected, tell us when the resur-
2:4 and Jude 6).In Matthew 25:41, the Bible re- rofions will take place, and give us some indica-
fers to “the devil and his angels.” At least part otjy, of their nature.

these fallen angels are free to help Satan carry out
his evil work on earth. We commonly call themCertainty

“demons.” They have no hope, and willeventually  thg ‘certainty of the resurrections rests on an

be cast into the lake of fire. _ established fact—the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
_ The majority of the angels did not sin, and cong;rs¢ Corinthians 15:20-22 states: “Now is Christ
tinue to willingly and faithfully serve the Lord. \jsen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of
Many of these holy angels will come to earth withy, e that slept. For since by man came death, by
Christ (Mark 8:38). man came also the resurrection of the dekdr as

in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made

THEIR WORK alive.”
1. The angelerorship and adore the LordHe- Christ’s resurrection is the guarantee of the res-
brews 1:6; Rev. 5:11-12) urrection of all men, both saved and unsavéesus

2. The angelexecute God's will. They “do His  Christ Himself taught the resurrection of all men
commandments, hearkening unto the voice of Higjhen He said, “The hour is coming, in the which
word” (Psalm 103:20-21).criptures indicate they a|| that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and
deal with natural events of the world, with the affairsshall come forth; they that have done good, unto
of nations, with churches and individual believers. the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil,

3. The angelguide the Christian.They guide unto the resurrection of damnation” (John 5:28,29;
the worker to the sinner (Acts 8:26), and the sinn&fee Dan. 12:2; Acts 24:15).
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Chronology lievers; he simply referred to both resurrections in
The sequence of the resurrections is given ithe same verse. It is clear, however, that both res-

Paul’s statement concerning resurrection: “But ewdrrections are placed after the TribulationGod

ery man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; af-told Daniel, “Thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at

terward they that are Christ’s at his coming. Thethe end of the days” (v. 13). This seems to be a

cometh the end, when he shall have delivered ugear indication that Daniel will not be resurrected

the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shalhtil after the Tribulation.

have put down all rule and all authority and power” Old Testament saints were promised a kingdom

(I Cor. 15:23, 24). on earth, and their resurrection at the end of the
The resurrection of believers is linked with Tribulation makes it possible for them to inherit the

Christ’'s coming—first, in the air (the Rapture) be-kingdom and to be at the marriage feast.

fore the Tribulation, and next, to the earth before Unbelievers. The last resurrection will be that

the millenium. of unbelievers, and it will take place after the
Church saints. God revealed through Paul thatmillennial reign of Jesus Christt will be for judg-

the resurrection of believers of this Church Age willment. Concerning this resurrection, it is written:

take place at the time of the RapturéThe Lord “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the

himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, witthousand years were finished” (Rev. 20:%).con-

the voice of the archangel, and with the trump ofrast, verse 6 states: “Blessed and holy is he that

God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then waath part in the first resurrection: on such the sec-

which are alive and remain shall be caught up tend death hath no power.”

gether with them in the clouds: to meet the Lord in

the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (IThe Resurrection Body

Thess. 4:16, 17). Believers will receive glorified While much is uncertain as to the nature of the

bodies at this time (I Cor. 15:51-54). resurrection body, some helpful comparisons are
Tribulation saints. In the Book of the Revela- made in | Corinthians 15:42-44: "It is sown in cor-

tion we read of a resurrection of believers whichuption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in

will occur just before the millennial reign of Christ. dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weak-

John wrote: “I saw the souls of them that were beness; it is raised in power: it is sown a natural body;

headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the word tfis raised a spiritual body.” In verse 49 we are

God, and which had not worshipped the beast,...arassured that “as we have borne the image of the

they lived and reigned with Christ a thousandearthy, we shall also bear the image of the heav-

years...This is the first resurrection” (20:4, 5).enly.” Every believer will have a glorified body like

These will be the Tribulation saints—believers whdhat of their risen Lord, Jesus Christ (Phil. 3:20,21,

will be martyred during the Tribulation, when thel John 3:1, 2).

Antichrist will be in power and will demand wor-

ship. The alternative to worshiping him will be Future Judgments

death (13:15). The Scriptures speak very clearly of the certainty
Old Testament saintsDaniel 12 indicates that of judgment—that God is going to judge everyone

the resurrection of the Old Testament saints will bgnd that He has placed Jesus Christ as the Judge

after the Tribulation. Daniel referred to the end of (Acts 17:30, 31; Heb. 9:27). Jesus said, “The

the Tribulation when he said that there will be arFather judgeth no man, but hath committed all judg-
unprecedented time of trouble and at that time Godent unto the Son: that all men should honour the
people will be delivered (v. 1). Then Daniel wenison, even as they honour the FatheHe that

on to say that many will awaken from among thos@onoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father
that sleep in the earth, “some to everlasting life, anghhich hath sent him” (John 5:22, 23).

some to shame and everlasting contempt” (v. 2). Qur study of the future judgments is divided

He did not distinguish the time element involvedchronologically: those taking place after the Rap-
between the resurrection of the believers and unbgre and those taking place after the millenniuin.
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is important to note who is being judged, the basi&od in Zechariah 13:9: “I will bring the third part
for judgment, and the outcome of each judgment.through the fire, and will refine them as silver in
refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall
Judgments Following the Rapture call on my name, and | will hear them: | will say, It
The judgment dbelievers’ worksfollowing the is my people: and they shall say, The Lord is my
Rapture is revealed in Il Corinthians 5:9, 10:God” (see Zech. 12:10; 13:6-8; Rom. 11:25-27).
“Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or ab- Christ will judge theGentile nations that are
sent, we may be accepted of him. For we must d#éft after the Battle of Armageddortie will divide
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that ethe people as a shepherd divides the sheep from the
ery one may receive the things done in his bodgoats (Matt. 25:31-46). To those on His right hand,
according to that he hath done, whether it be goadhrist will say, “Come, ye blessed of my Father,
or bad.” This is a judgment, not for salvation, butnherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun-
for determining reward of those who have salvadation of the world” (v. 34). To those on His left
tion. Salvation rests on the receiving of Jesus Christand, He will say, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into
as the One who paid the penalty—was judged—fagverlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his an-
our sins on Calvary (I Peter 2:24; 3:18; see Johgels” (v. 41).
5:24; Rom. 8:1). The basis of this judgment of the Gentile na-
The results of the judgment of believers’ workgions is their treatment of those whom Christ desig-
are either loss or rewardilf any man’s work abide nated as “these my brethren” (v. 40; see v. 45). We
which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive helieve that this reference is to the believing Jewish
reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shallfemnant, who will proclaim Jesus as the Messiah
suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved; yet so ad Saviour during the Tribulation (Rev. 7:1-8; see
by fire” (I Cor. 3:14, 15). Joel 2:32). Only believing Gentiles and believing
Those who will be converted and then martyredews will enter Christ's millennial kingdom (see
during the Tribulation will be rewarded at the rev-Matt. 8:11; 25:46).
elation of Christ, when He comes to earth at the close
of the Tribulation and before the millennium. ThisJudgments Following the Millennium
fact is revealed in Revelation 20:4l saw thrones, Satan will be judged.Bound and cast into the
and they sat upon them, and judgment was givemottomless pit for the duration of the millennium,
unto them: and | saw the souls of them that werBatan will afterward be released for a time, during
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the wowhich he will lead his final revolt against God and
of God, and which had not worshipped the beast,.His people (Rev. 20:1-3, 7, 8).God’s judgment
and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousandiill be swift and terrible, and Satan will be cast into
years.” These believers will suffer martyrdom athe lake of fire, where the beast (the Antichrist) and
the hands of the Antichrist and, as a reward, thethe false prophet already will be (v. 10; see 19:20).
will reign with Christ for a thousand years. There remains th&reat White Throne Judg-
Israel will be judged at the close of the Tribula-ment, before whichall unbelievers of all ages will
tion. In this judgment, the Lord will rid the earth of appear (20:11-13). This follows the resurrection
those Jews who remain unbelievers, so that onlyf the unbelieving dead (v. 5)John, the writer of
believers will enter His millennial kingdomGod the Book of the Revelation, stated: “l saw the dead,
promised through Ezekiel, “I will purge out from small and great, stand before God; and the books
among you the rebels, and them that transgresgere opened: and another book was opened, which
against me: | will bring them forth out of the coun-is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of
try where they sojourn, and they shall not enter intthose things which were written in the books, ac-
the land of Israel: and ye shall know that | am theording to their works” (v. 12).
Lord” (Ezek. 20:38; see vv. 33-37). The judgment concerning salvation has been
Only Israelites who have received Christ willdetermined by what is in the book of lif&ince the
enter His millennial kingdom. This is indicated bynames of believers are indelibly inscribed in the
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book of life (see Luke 10:20; Rev. 3:5; 21:27), thosevill be lifted from creation: “The creature [cre-
who stand at this Great White Throne Judgment dation] itself also shall be delivered from the bond-
not have their names in the book of life. They havage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the
not personally accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour acdkildren of God” (Rom. 8:21). This will include
are already under condemnation (John 3:18pn- the land, for even the desert will be fertile (Isa. 35:1)
sequently, “whosoever was not found written in thend the plowman will overtake the reaper (Amos
book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev.9:13). The curse will also be lifted from the ani-
20:15; see John 3:36). The degree of punishmemtals, as prophesied in picturesque language in Isaiah
is to be determined by what is written in the book41:6-9.
(Rev. 20:12). Punishment will differ in severity, Christ’'s governmentwill be righteous (Isaiah
not duration. All punishment will last forever. 11:4, 5; 32:1). The Saviour will rule with a rod of
iron (Rev. 19:15). Outbreaking sin will be judged
The Future Reign of Christ immediately, as Psalm 101:8 prophetically indicates:

For ages man has hoped for and dreamed of hwill early [morning by morning] destroy all the
golden age of peace, friendship, and mutual coivicked of the land; that | may cut off all wicked
cern and respectDespite all of man’s efforts, there doers from the city of the Lord.”
will be no perfect rule on earth until Christ reigns  There will beunbelievers. Many children will
on earth. The Scriptures assure us that He will rufge born to believers during the millennium. These

the entire earth. children will have sinful natures and will need to be
born again through receiving Jesus Christ as Sav-
The Millennium iour (John 3:3-5).Many will fail to do so, and will

Thetime of Christ’s reign will follow His re- give only outward or feigned obedience to Christ.

turn to earth at the end of the Tribulation (MattConsequently, when Satan is loosed from his prison
24:29, 30; see Zech. 14:4, 9; Rev. 11:1%jol- in the bottomless pit at the end of the millennium,
lowing this, He will set up His thousand year reigrhe Will be able to recruit a great army to fight against
on earth (Matt. 25:31-34; Rev. 20:4-6). Christ and His people (Rev. 20:7, 8). This revolt
Theduration of Christ’s reign on earth will be Will be halted swiftly and terribly as God sends a
1000 years. From this fact we get the term “mil- consuming fire from heaven (v. 9).
lennium,” which means “thousand years.” Al-
though other details concerning the reign of Chrisghrist's Everlasting Reign
on earth are found elsewhere in the Bible, the length After the Great White Throne Judgment (vv. 11-
of His reign is disclosed only in Revelation 20.15), Christ will deliver the kingdom to God the Fa-
Those who participate in the first resurrection willther, having put down all rebellion against His rule
live and reign with Christ “a thousand year” (v. 6;(I Cor. 15:24-28). This will be followed by the new
see w.3, 7). heaven and the new earth, with the Father and the
Thesubjectsin Christ's millennial kingdom at Son ruling over the saved of all ages for ever and
first will be in two categories: believers in glorified €ver (Rev. 21:1; 22:1-5). A wonderful, glorious
bodies and believers in natural, physical bodieguture awaits everyone who personally accepts
Those in glorified bodies will be resurrected believChrist as Saviour.
ers (I Thess. 4:16, 17; Rev. 20:4-@elievers liv- _ - . _ _ _
ing on earth at the end of the Tribulation—both Jews, AJT(;'; é‘:gtl_eé'a[; g'é‘;ﬁﬂrégs"'xﬁ:tgg'ggi 'SH“?F’ert't”;red Lrgm
and Ge_ntlles—wnl enter the kingdom in their natu-p - by Back to the Bible. ’ y P
ral bodies (Zech. 13:8, 9; Matt. 25:31-34).
Conditions in the Kingdom Age will be most
interesting. The millennium will open so promis-
ingly, with all men knowing Christ as Saviour (Jer.
31:31-34; Matt. 25:34, 46). There will be univer-
sal disarmament (Isa. 2:4; Mic. 4:3-5). The curse
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